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Informational Text Analysis

"All across the world, in every kind of environment and region known to man, increasingly dangerous weather patterns and devastating storms are abruptly putting an end to the long-running debate over whether or not climate change is real. Not only is it real, it's here, and its effects are giving rise to a frighteningly new global phenomenon: the man-made natural disaster."









President Barack Obama, 2006
Description

The texts we have read as a class have mainly been literary texts; now, we will move on to informational texts.  What is an informational text? What are the common features of informational texts?  What are some common organizational structures?
We will answer these questions through note taking, class discussion, and reading.  The texts we will read will be focused on global climate change.  We will use Greg Le Page’s article, “Global Warning,” as our anchor text. You will read and analyze this informational text, identify a specific issue related to global climate change from the article, and you will then conduct additional research to find a corroborating source. Based on these two texts, you will synthesize your findings and draft a position paper. 

This position paper must be at least four paragraphs: an introduction, two body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Your body paragraphs must follow the outline for argumentative paragraphs. Furthermore, your essay should have a clear organization structure. You will need to cite your sources with an MLA Works Cited page, and you must use BMS format.
Objectives
1. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
2. Analyze in detail the specific structure of a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept.

3. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

4. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.
5. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.
Sequence of Steps

	
	Step
	Date

	
	Introduce Project
	9/30

	
	Model Activity
	10/3-10/8

	
	Complete Graphic Organizer #1 (Analyze Anchor Text)
	10/9

	
	Research in the Library
	10/10

	
	Complete Graphic Organizer #2 (Outline Your Paper)
	10/16

	
	Draft Body Paragraphs in Computer Lab
	10/16

	
	Draft Peer Review
	10/17

	
	Draft Introduction and Conclusion
	10/17

	
	Final Draft Due
	10/22


Organizational Structures
	Cause/Effect."

	Definition The text shows that one event causes another thing to happen. Look for words like "because," "then," "since," and “so.”

	Example 
It rained for the first few days of the camping trip. As a result, most of the campers were restless and wanted to go home.


	Problem/Solution

	Definition The text first explains the problem. Next, the text gives a logical solution to the problem.



	Example Greenhouse gases cause global warming. To reduce greenhouse gases, you can walk instead of driving, you can buy local produce, and use energy efficient appliances.



	Compare/Contrast

	Definition The text shows how ideas or things are alike or different. Look for words like "best," "more," "better," "less," "worse," "easier," and "than."


	Example The best time to visit the Rocky Mountains is early fall. The weather is cooler in the fall than in the summer. You will see fewer people and more animals. The fall colors are more beautiful.


	Sequence

	Definition The writer places events in the order in which they happen. Sequence is also known as chronological order. Look for words like "first," "then," "next," "finally," "a few minutes later," "before," "afterward," "meanwhile," and "last year."

	Example First, Rhett was late getting to school. Then, he lost his homework. A few minutes later, the teacher asked him to clean out his desk. Now, Rhett thinks it will be a bad day.



