Journalism Unit Assignment

   Nameii _________________


Period  _________________

Informational Text 

Journalism Unit
“If it's called the USA Today, why is all the news from yesterday? Bam! Busted!”

 ~Stephen Colbert
Description

Next in Language and Literature class, we will examine and analyze journalism. Journalism is writing intended for publication that focuses on current events. Students will understand that journalism is a form of informational communication that has unique and specific structural and stylistic rules, requiring writers of the genre to focus on the context of the news event as it relates to past, present, and future events (sequence). Therefore, students will identify the structural and stylistic conventions of different types of journalism. To help accomplish that, we will examine a number of texts in a variety of journalistic genres in groups and as individual tasks. We will continue to identify central ideas and supporting evidence. We will also examine author’s purpose and bias. 


As a final group project, students will assemble a variety of journalistic sources on a topic identified by students. Groups will focus on one of the big ideas of the unit: sequence, bias, or conflicting evidence. Students will classify and summarize information from sources for a press release. The audience will then ask questions. Both the presenters of the press release and the audience questioners will be assessed as a part of this summative assessment. To challenge students, there will be one accelerated group in each class.
Objectives
1. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events.

2. Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

3. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

4. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats and evaluate the motives behind its presentation.

5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.

Vocabulary
	Attribution 
	To credit or cite a source by name or title

	Bias
	A preference that prevents one from being impartial; prejudice.

	Editorial
	An article in a newspaper or magazine expressing the opinion of the editor or publisher.

	Feature
	A special or important article in a newspaper, magazine, etc.

	Headline
	Large type designed to summarize a story and grab the reader's attention

	Lead
	An attention-grabbing introduction that sets the tone of a story.

	Objective
	A perspective or point of view that is fair, based on facts, not influenced by emotions, unbiased

	Quote
	To repeat or copy out a group of words from a text, interview, or speech, with attribution

	Source
	A book, article, person, or other resource consulted for information

	Subjective
	A perspective or point of view that is personal and may be based more on opinion than on evidence or fact


Schedule

	Day 
	Activities
	Accelerated Activities

	11/6
	Introduce Journalism Unit
	Introduce Journalism Unit

	11/7
	Analyze Journalism Group Activity 
	Analyze Journalism Group Activity 

	11/10
	Analyze Journalism Articles
	Analyze Journalism Articles

	11/11
	Discuss Article Analysis
	Discuss Article Analysis

	11/12
	Analyze Journalism Articles
	Identify Press Release Topic

	11/13
	Discuss Article Analysis
	Press Release Research

	11/14
	Analyze Journalism Articles
	Press Release Rehearsal

	11/17
	Questioning Activity
	Questioning Activity

	11/18
	Identify Press Release Topic
	Model Press Release

	11/19
	Press Release Research
	Research for Article

	11/20
	Press Release Research
	First Draft of Article Due

	11/21
	Press Release Rehearsal
	Article Peer Review/Teacher Feedback

	11/24
	Press Release
	Article Revision

	11/24
	Press Release
	Article Final Draft Due


Press Release Presentation Rubric

	Level
	Criteria C: Producing Text
Content Level Descriptors
	Criteria D: Using Language
Content Level Descriptors

	8-7
	i. produces texts that demonstrate a high degree of personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a high degree of thought, imagination and sensitivity and perceptive exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas
ii. makes perceptive stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating clear awareness of impact on an audience
iii. selects extensive relevant details and examples to support ideas
· 
	i. effectively uses a range of appropriate vocabulary, sentence structures and forms of expression
ii. writes and speaks in a consistently appropriate register and style that serve the context and intention
iii. uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with a high degree of accuracy; errors are minor and communication is effective
iv. spells/writes and pronounces with a high degree of accuracy; errors are minor and communication is effective
· 

	6-5
	i. produces texts that demonstrate considerable personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates considerable thought, imagination and sensitivity and substantial exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas

ii. makes thoughtful stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating good awareness of impact on an audience

iii. selects sufficient relevant details and examples to support ideas
	i. uses a varied range of appropriate vocabulary, sentence structures and forms of expression competently

ii. writes and speaks competently in a register and style that serve the context and intention

iii. uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with a considerable degree of accuracy; errors do not hinder effective communication

iv. spells/writes and pronounces with a considerable degree of accuracy; errors do not hinder effective communication

	4-3
	i. produces texts that demonstrate adequate personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrate some degree of thought, imagination and sensitivity and some exploration and consideration of new perspectives and ideas

ii. makes some stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating adequate awareness of impact on an audience

iii. selects some relevant details and examples to support ideas
	i. uses an adequate range of appropriate vocabulary, sentence structures and forms of expression

ii. sometimes writes and speaks in a register and style that serve the context and intention

iii uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with some degree of accuracy; errors sometimes hinder communication

iv. spells/writes and pronounces with some degree of accuracy; errors sometimes hinder communication

	2-1
	i. produces texts that demonstrate limited personal engagement with the creative process; demonstrates a limited degree of thought or imagination and minimal exploration of new perspectives and ideas

ii. makes minimal stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating limited awareness of impact on an audience

iii. selects few relevant details and examples to support ideas
	i. uses a limited range of appropriate vocabulary and forms of expression

ii. writes and speaks in an inappropriate register and style that do not serve the context and intention

iii. uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with limited accuracy; errors often hinder communication

iv. spells/writes and pronounces with limited accuracy; errors often hinder communication

	0
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.
	The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below.


Informational Texts






Name  ____________________

Journalism Graphic Organizer 





Date    ____________________
First, read the journalism article. Next, summarize the article in your own words. Then, identify the three central supporting ideas from the article. For each support, give at least two examples of textual evidence. Finally, write a complex central ideas for the text in the space at the bottom.

Article Title _______________________________
Author _______________________________

	Summary

	

	Support #1

	·   

	Support #2

	·   

	Support #3

	·     

	Central Idea

	


Next, complete this graphic organizer by answering the following questions about text features, style, and author’s purpose.

Text Features

	What are the text features of this article?



	What are the basic conventions of this style of writing?




Author’s Purpose
	What is the author’s purpose for this article?



	Does this article show bias? Explain why or why not.




Finally, answer some questions about the author, and ask some questions of the author.

Questioning the Author
	Why do you think the author chose to type of article and style? Did the author explain his or her purpose clearly?



	What questions do you have for the author about this article or topic?




