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Step-by-Step 
Instruction

Chapter 1 Section 2 9

Prepare to Read
 

Background Knowledge
Ask students to recall what they know 
about the American Revolution. Have 
students describe why the colonists 
went to war against the British.

Set a Purpose
� WITNESS HISTORY Read the selec-

tion aloud, or play the audio.

 

Witness History Audio CD, 
A Voice for Freedom

Ask Why do you think Patrick 
Henry mentions slavery? (It is a 
powerful image and it is relevant to 
his listeners, as many American colo-
nies allowed slavery.) What does 
“give me liberty or give me 
death” mean? (Henry would rather 
die than live without freedom.)

� Focus Point out the Section Focus 
Question, and write it on the board. 
Tell students to refer to this ques-
tion as they read. (Answer appears 
with Section 2 Assessment answers.)

� Preview Have students preview 
the Section Objectives and the list of 
Terms and People.

� Reading Skill Have students use 
the Reading Strategy: Recognize 
Sequence worksheet. Teaching 
Resources, p. 12

�  
 

Using the Paragraph 
Shrinking strategy (TE, p. T20), 
have students read the section. As 
students read, have them complete 
the sequence chart. Reading and 
Note Taking Study Guide

Use the information below and the following resource to teach students the high-use words 
from this section. Teaching Resources, Vocabulary Builder, p. 11

High-Use Word Definition and Sample Sentence
 

philosophy n. theory or logical analysis of the fundamental principles of human conduct, 
thought, knowledge, and the nature of the universe
Enlightenment philosophy stated that reason must be applied to all parts of 
human life, including politics and religion.

assert v. to state positively; declare; affirm
The Europeans asserted their right to explore the Americas to find riches 
and land.

L3

L3

Objectives
As you teach this section, keep students 
focused on the following objectives to help 
them answer the Section Focus Question and 
master core content.

• Describe the European colonial presence 
in North America.

• Trace the development of democratic 
ideals in Europe and America.

• Identify the causes of the American 
Revolution.

• Discuss the results of the American 
Revolution.

22SECTION
WITNESS HISTORYWITNESS HISTORY AUDIO

The American Revolution

 

Reading Skill: Recognize Sequence Note 
the sequence of events that led to the American 
Revolution by making a series-of-events chain.

Why It Matters European nations explored the Americas and
began establishing colonies. England established 13 colonies along
the mid-Atlantic coast of North America. Eventually, these colonies
would declare their independence from England and become a new
nation: the United States of America. Section Focus Question: What
important ideas and major events led to the American Revolution?

European Colonies in the Americas
Wealth flowed into Spain from its colonies in Mexico, Central

America, and South America. Population was thin and life harder in
the borderland regions in the present-day Southwest and Florida. In
an effort to encourage settlement and protect these outposts, Spain
established presidios, or forts. Priests and nuns established dozens
of missions to convert Native Americans to Christianity.

The French established colonies in Canada along the coast of
Nova Scotia and the St. Lawrence River. Besides exploiting rich
fishing off the coast, they found a fortune in furs. American Indians
were eager to exchange beaver pelts for European-made metal axes,
knives, and kettles. During the 1690s, the French founded Louisi-
ana, along the Mississippi River valley and the Gulf Coast.

England Establishes Colonies in Virginia In 1607, the English
established their first enduring settlement, Jamestown, in Virginia.

�  American colonists protest taxes levied by the Stamp Act.

A Voice for Freedom
In March 1775, the 13 colonies were on the brink of war 
with England. Delegates from across Virginia met to 
debate their options. Should they give Britain another 
chance to resolve the problem peacefully? Or were the 
colonists ready to fight for their freedom? Then, Patrick 
Henry urged the Virginia convention to prepare for war 
in a speech that roused the delegates. Based on recol-
lections of men like Thomas Jefferson, Henry’s biogra-
pher, William Wirt, included the text of the speech that 
is attributed to Patrick Henry.

“Gentlemen may cry peace, peace—but there is no 
peace. The war is actually begun! . . . Our brethren are 
already in the field! Why stand we here idle? . . . Is life 
so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the 
price of chains and slavery? . . . I know not what 
course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty, 
or give me death!”

—Patrick Henry, March 23, 1775

French and Indian War

Objectives
• Describe the European colonial presence in 

North America.

• Trace the development of democratic ideals in 
Europe and America.

• Identify the causes of the American Revolution.

• Discuss the results of the American Revolution.

Terms and People
House of Burgesses
Mayflower Compact
Magna Carta
English Bill of Rights

Enlightenment
Great Awakening
Thomas Jefferson
George Washington
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10 The Nation’s Beginnings

Teach
 

European Colonies in 
the Americas

Instruct
� Introduce: Key Terms Ask stu-

dents to find the key terms House 
of Burgesses and Mayflower 
Compact (in bold) in the text. Ask 
students to predict how the two 
might have contributed to the 
American Revolution.

� Teach Ask What countries had 
colonies in the Americas? (France, 
Spain, Portugal, the Netherlands, 
and England) How was the colony 
of Virginia governed? (by a royal 
governor and the elected House of 
Burgesses) How was the govern-
ment of the New England colo-
nies similar to that of Virginia? 
(Like Virginia, the New England colo-
nies had a representative govern-
ment.) How were the Southern 
colonies different from other 
English colonies in the Ameri-
cas? (The economy was based on 
plantations operated with slave 
labor.)

� Quick Activity Display Color 
Transparency: English Colonies 
in North America. Use the lesson 
in the transparency book to discuss 
each cluster of colonies. Color 
Transparencies A-66

Independent Practice
Have students study the map on the 
next page, and write paragraphs 
describing how the influence of each 
European nation can still be seen 
today in the area.

Monitor Progress
As students fill in their sequence 
charts, circulate to make sure that they 
sequence the events correctly. For a com-
pleted version of the sequence chart, see 
Note Taking Transparencies, B-2.

Answers

Thinking Critically
1. It reflects the traditions established by 

the Magna Carta and the English Bill of 
Rights, both of which guaranteed certain 
rights. Congress is modeled on the British 
Parliament.

2. Locke’s ideas could lead to revolution if 
individuals believe that a goverment is dis-
regarding their natural rights.

L1
 

Special Needs Students L2
 

English Language Learners L2
 

Less Proficient Readers

Distribute blank outline maps of North America. 
Then, organize students in groups, and ask them 
to work together to locate on the map the Spanish 
colonies in Mexico, Central America, the American 
Southwest, and Florida; the French colonies in 
Canada (Nova Scotia and along the St. Lawrence 
River); and the English colonies along the Atlantic 
coast. Place a map of the United States as it appears 

today on the overhead to help students. Have stu-
dents choose colors to represent the areas colonized 
by the three European countries, make map keys, and 
label the New England colonies, the Middle colonies, 
and the Southern colonies. Then, ask students to 
write sentences that summarize the information 
shown on their maps.

L3

INFOGRAPHIC

The values found in the Bible, 
including the Ten Commandments 
and the teachings of Jesus, 
inspired American ideas about 
government and morality. 

Ancient Greek democracy and 
Roman republicanism have 
influenced American government. Two key English documents inspired Americans. 

The Magna Carta (1215) and the English Bill of 
Rights (1689) guaranteed certain rights to citizens, 
including the right to trial by jury. The ideas of a 
two-house lawmaking body and voting 
rights also influenced Americans.

Two Enlightenment philosophers who 
influenced American ideas about 
government were John Locke and 
Baron de Montesquieu. Locke stated 
that all people have natural rights and 
that if a monarch violates those rights, 
then the people have the right to 
overthrow the monarch. Montesquieu 
declared that the powers of government 
should be clearly defined and limited. 

Although the United States is more than 200 years old, 
the ideas of democracy and representative government 
are far older. The roots of democracy reach back to 
civilizations in southwest Asia and Europe. 

Thinking Critically
1. Draw Conclusions  How does 

government in the United States 
reflect English Parliamentary 
traditions?

2. Make Inferences  How might 
John Locke’s ideas about 
natural rights lead to 
revolution?

For: More about the roots of democracy
Web Code: ncp-0114
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Chapter 1 Section 2  11

Democratic Ideals in the 
American Colonies

Instruct
J Introduce: Key Terms Ask stu-

dents to find the key terms Magna
Carta, English Bill of Rights, and  
Enlightenment (in bold) in the
text. Tell students that the Ameri-
can colonists viewed themselves as
English citizens with the right to
elect their own government repre-
sentatives. Have students discuss
how the key terms affect the way we
view government today.

J Teach Ask Which document
seemed to guarantee colonists
the right to reject laws that they
had not approved? (the English
Bill of Rights) How did the Great
Awakening affect the colonists? 
(They began to form new churches,
breaking away from established
European churches, and became
more independent in how they wor-
shiped.) Describe the connection
between the Enlightenment and
the Great Awakening. (The Great
Awakening was characterized by
religious freedom that was part of
the political freedom encouraged by
Enlightenment ideas.)

Independent Practice
To enrich the lesson, have students
access the History Interactive at
Web Code nep-0114. After students
experience the History Interactive, have
them write a brief essay describing how
each root of democracy is reflected in
the U.S. government today.

Monitor Progress
As students write their essays, circulate
to make sure that they understand how
each root of democracy has influenced
government in the United States.

Answers

 

farming and trade in crops and other 
goods, such as lumber and fish, with 
England

Caption Spain

L4
 

Advanced ReadersL1
 

Special Needs Students
L4

 

Gifted and Talented Students

Have students research the Magna Carta and the Eng-
lish Bill of Rights. Tell students to create outlines 
detailing examples of American colonists’ applying the 
principles in one or both documents. Then, have stu-
dents create an outline to detail what could have hap-
pened differently in the American colonies if the two 
documents had not existed. Tell students to use their 
outlines to write alternative history stories.

Explain to students that Common Sense echoed the 
themes of the Enlightenment and called people to 
declare their independence from Britain. To help 
students understand the ideas presented in Paine’s 
pamphlet, have them read and complete Link to Lit-
erature: Thomas Paine’s Common Sense. Teaching 
Resources, p. 28

L2
 

English Language Learners
L2

 

Less Proficient Readers

L3

Despite enormous losses to disease, to starvation, and to war with
the Indians, the English expanded around the Chesapeake Bay. The col-
onists prospered by raising tobacco for export. Claiming the political
rights of Englishmen, the Virginia planters elected a legislature, known
as the House of Burgesses. It governed the colony in partnership with a
royal governor appointed by the king of England.

New England Colonies To the north, the English established more
colonies, which they called New England. The first colonists were
devout Protestants called “Puritans,” who hoped to create model
moral communities. They settled first in 1620 at Plymouth, where
they adopted the Mayflower Compact, which provided a framework
for self-government. By 1700, New England had four colonies: Massa-
chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New Hampshire.

Adapting to the cold climate and short growing season, the New
Englanders supplemented farming with lumber harvested from the
forests and fish taken from the seas. By building ships, they were able
to trade with the other colonies and with Europe.

Middle and Southern Colonies The English developed a third
cluster of colonies between Maryland and New England. They conquered Dutch
New Netherland and renamed it New York, then added New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania, a haven for Quaker immigrants. The Middle Colonies offered religious
toleration and a prospering economy based on exporting wheat.

South of Virginia, the English developed a fourth cluster of colonies. The South-
ern Colonies consisted of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. The colo-
nists raised rice on coastal plantations and cattle on farms in the backcountry.
The plantations relied on the labor of enslaved Africans.

What were the major economic activities of the English 
colonies in America?

Democratic Ideals in the American Colonies
The English colonists brought ideas about democracy and republican govern-

ment with them to America. Some of these ideas were from Southwest Asia while
others came from Europe.

English Traditions As English citizens, the colonists believed that they were
entitled to the same rights as English citizens in England. Many of these rights
were contained in two important documents: the Magna Carta and the English
Bill of Rights. The Magna Carta, signed by King John in 1215, limited the power
of the English monarch. It protected the right of people to own private property
and guaranteed the right to trial by jury. The English Bill of Rights, signed by
King William and Queen Mary in 1688, was a written list of freedoms that the
government promised to protect. The English Bill of Rights required Parlia-
ment, England’s lawmaking body, to meet regularly. It also stated that the mon-
arch could not raise taxes or build an army without Parliament’s consent.

The Enlightenment and the Great Awakening During the 1700s, ideas
based on the Enlightenment circulated among well-educated American colonists.
The Enlightenment was a European intellectual movement. Enlightenment
philosophers believed that all problems could be solved by human reason.
Frenchman Baron de Montesquieu and Englishman John Locke were two think-
ers who applied reason to government and politics.

St. Augustine

Mexico City

Jamestown
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colony
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North America, 1753

Colonial America 
Three European nations controlled 
vast amounts of territory in North 
America in the mid-eighteenth 
century. Which nation controlled 
territory that bordered the Pacific 
Ocean?
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12 The Nation’s Beginnings

Causes of the American 
Revolution

Instruct
� Introduce: Vocabulary Builder 

Ask students to find the term assert 
and its definition in the text. Have 
students predict the reasons why 
the British Parliament asserted 
that the American colonists must 
pay for the French and Indian War, 
and how this decision affected the 
relationship between Britain and 
the American colonies.

� Teach Ask Why did the British 
Parliament raise taxes and 
tighten trade regulations for the 
American colonies? (to pay for the 
French and Indian War) How did 
many American colonists show 
their dissatisfaction with the 
new taxes? (They boycotted British 
goods and harassed tax collectors.) 
Why do you think some of the 
colonists remained loyal to Par-
liament and the king? (Sample 
response: They probably believed that 
the taxes were fair and that people 
who refused to pay were traitors.)

Independent Practice
Have students research to find out why 
Americans refer to the war fought 
between 1754 and 1763 as the French 
and Indian War, and how the British 
and the French refer to that war. Tell 
students to present their findings in a 
couple of sentences. (Sample answer: 
The British and the French refer to this 
conflict as the Seven Years’ War 
because this conflict spilled over into 
Europe between 1756 and 1763. Ameri-
cans helped the British fight the French 
and their Indian allies, so Americans 
call the conflict the French and Indian 
War.)

Monitor Progress
As students write their sentences, cir-
culate to make sure that students 
understand how the French and 
Indian War affected relations between 
Britain and the American colonies.

Answers

 

Enlightenment thinkers championed 
freedom of thought, speech, the press, 
and religion.

 

Parliament levied the taxes against the 
colonists without the approval of 
elected assemblies in the colonies.

The French and Indian War The source of this 
conflict in North America was a dispute over which 
nation controlled the Upper Ohio River valley. In 
1749, the governor-general of New France ordered 
that all British colonists be removed from the area. 
He wanted to restrict British settlement east of the 
Appalachian Mountains. In 1754, a small battle 
between French and British forces began the war. 
France, however, had fewer soldiers and colonists in 
North American than Britain did. In 1758, the British 
and American soldiers outnumbered the French and 

Canadian soldiers nearly 5 to 1. The French relied 
heavily on their Native American allies, who success-
fully employed guerilla tactics, to do much of the 
fighting. In 1759, the French engaged the British in a 
conventional battle at Quebec and were defeated. 
With the fall of Quebec, the French and Indian War 
was mostly over in North America, although battles 
continued in other places, such as the West Indies 
and the Philippines. The French and Indian War offi-
cially ended in 1763 with the signing of the Treaty 
of Paris.

L3

Enlightenment philosophy affected religious beliefs in the colonies. Colonists
who admired these ideas wanted a religion that was less emotional and more
rational. At the same time, attendance at worship services was in decline.

During the 1740s, concern about these trends led to a religious movement
called the Great Awakening. Evangelical preachers such as Jonathan Edwards
and George Whitefield toured the colonies promoting revivals where people felt a
direct and transforming contact with an overwhelming Holy Spirit. The Great
Awakening led to the birth of new churches. This eventually increased tolerance
of religious differences. Many colonists also came to believe that if they could
decide how to worship God, they could also decide how to govern themselves.

The Enlightenment and the Great Awakening would later combine to influ-
ence the American Revolution. The Enlightenment informed the writings of the
political leaders, while the Great Awakening inspired the common people.

 

Which democratic ideas were expressed by Enlightenment 
thinkers?

Causes of the American Revolution
The tradition of a limited English monarchy, experience with self-government,

and exposure to Enlightenment ideas were important ideas in the minds of lead-
ing American colonists. A war and a spirit of independence in the colonies
prompted Americans to action that would change the course of world history.

Between 1689 and 1763, the British and French fought a series of wars in
Europe. These conflicts spread to America and involved the French and English
colonists and their Native American allies.

The last of these wars, called the French and Indian War, erupted in 1754 and
ended in 1763 with a British victory. The peace treaty gave Canada, Florida,
and a portion of French Louisiana to Britain. British colonists were eager to move
into Louisiana, but Britain wished to keep peace with the Indians who lived on
this territory. British limits on westward expansion angered the colonists.

Taxes and Traditional Rights The British victory was expensive, nearly
doubling Britain’s national debt. During the 1760s, the British Parliament
asserted that the colonists should pay new taxes to help the empire. The pro-
posed taxes and tighter trade regulations shocked the colonists. Valuing the
prosperity and protection of the empire, they did not immediately seek indepen-
dence. Instead, they wanted to remain part of the empire that had for so long
produced so many benefits at so little cost to them.

In resisting the taxes, colonists cited the traditional rights of Englishmen. They
cited the Magna Carta and the English Bill of Rights, which blocked the king from
levying taxes without the permission of Parliament. During the 1760s, their prob-
lem was with Parliament, rather than with King George III. Professing loyalty
to the king, the colonists hoped to be free from Parliament’s efforts to tax them.
They would pay taxes levied only by their own elected assemblies in the colonies.

Colonial Resistance To pressure Parliament, colonists boycotted British
goods. Local committees enforced this boycott, which threatened the British
economy. Angry crowds harassed colonists who helped to collect the new taxes.
Colonists who refused to honor the boycotts or who spoke out in favor of the
taxes were considered Loyalists. Representing a large minority, the Loyalists
preferred to pay the taxes and honor Parliament and the king. They also feared
that the resistance would lead to a war that Britain seemed certain to win.

 

Why did many American colonists object to paying taxes 
imposed by Parliament?

Vocabulary Builder
philosophy–(fih LAHS uh fee) n. 
theory or logical analysis of the 
fundamental principles of human 
conduct, thought, knowledge, and 
the nature of the universe

Vocabulary Builder
assert–(uh SERT) v. to state 
positively; declare; affirm
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The War for 
Independence

Instruct
� Introduce Invite a volunteer to 

read aloud the Primary Source quota-
tion on the next page. Ask students to 
paraphrase the passage and explain 
why the Declaration of Independence 
is one of the most important docu-
ments in history.

� Teach Using the Idea Wave strategy 
(TE, p. T22), discuss the significance 
of the First Continental Congress and 
how it led the colonists to declare 
independence from Britain. Ask 
What was the First Continental 
Congress? (a group of elected colo-
nial representatives who appealed to 
the British government to stop taxing 
the colonies) How did the Ameri-
can colonies establish them-
selves as a separate nation? (by 
signing the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, which stated that the colonies 
were independent) What assured 
the independence of the colo-
nies? (the American victory in the 
Revolution)

� Quick Activity Have students 
access Web Code nep-0105 to use 
the Geography Interactive map 
and answer the map skills questions 
in the text.

Independent Practice
� To help students understand how 

Thomas Paine influenced the ideas 
in the Declaration of Independence, 
ask students to complete Link to 
Literature: Common Sense and the 
Declaration of Independence. 
Teaching Resources, p. 29

� Have students use the map on this 
page to create American Revolution 
timelines listing the sequence of sig-
nificant battles fought between 1775 
and 1783.

Monitor Progress
Circulate to make sure that students 
correctly sequence the battles during 
the American Revolution.

Answers

Map Skills

1. Review locations with students.
2. Cahokia and Kaskaskia
3. The earlier battles were fought in the New 

England colonies, and the later battles 
were fought in the Southern colonies.

The Declaration of Independence Despite its 
importance to U.S. history, the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was not always preserved under ideal con-
ditions. After it was written in 1776, the document 
was rolled up and transported from place to place 
during the American Revolution. In the early 1820s, it 
may have been copied using a wet paper process, 
causing the ink to fade. Later, it spent 35 years hang-
ing near a window, where the sun caused it to fade 
still more. In 1870, one person stated that the Decla-
ration was so “rapidly fading out that in a few years, 
only the naked parchment will remain. Already, 

nearly all the signatures attached to the Declaration 
of Independence are entirely effaced.”

In 1921, the Library of Congress took over care of 
the Declaration and created a “shrine” for it. For a 
short time during World War II, the Declaration was 
moved from Washington, D.C., to Fort Knox for safety. 
In 1952, the Declaration was sent to the National 
Archives, where it remains today. It is contained in a 
case of bulletproof glass with UV light filters to pro-
tect it from sunlight. Computer systems monitor the 
document for fading.

L3
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Conflict With Great Britain 
The American colonists opposed “taxation without 
representation”—or taxes levied by a Parliament to which the 
colonists had elected no representatives. Patriot leaders staged 
boycotts and anti-British propaganda campaigns in order to win 
support for independence.

Map Skills The American Revolution was fought in bat-
tles along the east coast of North America and along the 
Mississippi River in the West. This map shows the war’s 
major battles in the fight for American independence from 
Great Britain.
1. Locate:  (a) Saratoga, (b) Brandywine, (c) Yorktown

2. Place  Which battles were fought along the Missis-
sippi River?

3. Synthesize Information  Based on the dates that 
appear on the map, in which region were the earlier 
battles fought? In which region were the later battles 
fought?

Roots of the American Revolution

1763 French and Indian War ends with a British victory. King George III
signs the Proclamation of 1763, ending colonial expansion west of the
Appalachian Mountains.

1764 To pay off war debt, Parliament passes the Sugar Act, imposing
duties on imported sugar and other goods that colonists import
from England.

1765 Stamp Act is passed by Parliament, directly taxing all legal
documents, almanacs, and other items in the colonies. Colonists form
the Sons of Liberty and the Daughters of Liberty to organize protests.
One year later, the Stamp Act is repealed.

1767 Parliament passes the Townshend Acts, taxing a number of items
the colonies import. Colonists boycott British goods. 

1770 Boston Massacre results in death of five colonists. Townshend
Acts are repealed.

1773 Protesting the tax on tea, colonists stage the Boston Tea Party,
dumping crates of British tea into Boston Harbor. 

1774 Parliament passes the Intolerable Acts, imposing harsh
measures on the colonies. The First Continental Congress meets. 

1775 First shots of the American Revolution are fired at Lexington
and Concord. 
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14 The Nation’s Beginnings

Assess and Reteach
 

Assess Progress
� Have students complete the Section 

Assessment.

� Administer the Section Quiz. 
Teaching Resources, p. 33

� To further assess student under-
standing, use Progress Monitoring 
Transparencies, 2.

Reteach
If students need more instruction, 
have them read the section summary.

Reading and Note Taking 
Study Guide

Adapted Reading and 
Note Taking Study Guide

Spanish Reading and 
Note Taking Study Guide

Extend
Have students research the creation of 
the Continental Congress and its 
debates over the wording of the Decla-
ration of Independence. Ask students 
to prepare oral reports to present their 
findings to the class.

Answer

 

Sample response: The British could declare 
war on the colonists and defeat them.

Section 2 Assessment
 

1. Sentences should reflect an understand-
ing of how each term or person contrib-
uted to U.S. democracy.

2. Ideas: the Magna Carta’s and English Bill 
of Rights’ limitation on the monarch’s 
power and protection of rights, the 
Enlightenment belief in human reason, 
and the Great Awakening’s trust in peo-
ple to decide how to worship God and gov-
ern themselves; Events: Parliament’s 
taxes on the colonists to pay for the 
French and Indian War, the British 

government’s refusal to stop taxing the 
colonists without representation, and the 
British troops’ attempt to seize arms 
stored at Concord, Massachusetts

3. Students should provide at least one 
effect of each event.

4. belief in the natural rights of individuals
5. the birth of new, organized churches; 

increased religious tolerance; the belief 
that if they could decide how to worship, 
they could also decide how to govern 
themselves

6. The western border of the new nation 
extended to the Mississippi River. Can-
ada was controlled by Britain; Florida 
and lands west of the Mississippi were 
controlled by Spain.

For additional assessment, have students access 
Progress Monitoring Online at Web 
Code nea-0106.

L3

L4

L2

L3

L1

L2

22 Assessment
SECTION

The War for Independence
In 1774, leading colonists held a convention, called the First Continental Con-

gress. Delegates appealed to the British government to stop taxing the colonies.
The British government refused.

Americans Declare Their Independence In 1775, war began when British
troops tried to seize arms and ammunition stored at Concord, Massachusetts.
The New Englanders quickly organized an army, which the Continental Con-
gress adopted as the army for all the colonies.

In 1776, Congress adopted a Declaration of Independence drafted by Thomas
Jefferson of Virginia. This declared American independence and expressed
Enlightenment philosopher John Locke’s ideas about the natural rights of
people. The Declaration stated that certain truths were “self-evident.”

 

“That all men are created equal; that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. . . .”

—Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776

The War Is Fought During the war, the British made many military mis-
takes because they underestimated the Patriots, who were highly motivated
and benefited from the leadership of George Washington. Beginning in 1778,
the Patriots also received military assistance from France. In 1781, a French
fleet trapped the British army at Yorktown in Virginia, where Washington’s
army completed the victory. The treaty of Paris, signed in 1783, gave the new
nation very favorable boundaries: Florida on the south; the Great Lakes to the
north; and the Mississippi River to the west. The British retreated to Canada,
while the Spanish claimed Florida and everything west of the Mississippi.

 

What risks did declaring independence pose for the colonists?
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Comprehension
1. Terms and People For each term 

and person below, write a sentence 
explaining how each contributed to the 
development of U.S. democracy or to 
the Revolution.
• House of Burgesses
• Mayflower Compact
• Enlightenment
• Great Awakening
• Magna Carta
• English Bill of Rights
• Thomas Jefferson
• George Washington

 

2. Reading Skill: 
Recognize Sequence Use your 
series-of-events chain to answer the 
Section Focus Question: What impor-
tant ideas and major events led to the 
American Revolution?

Writing About History
3. Quick Write: Identify Effects  

Make a list of one or two effects of 
each of the following events: the 
French and Indian War, the British 
decision to tax the colonists, the 
colonial boycott of British goods, 
and the American Revolution.

Critical Thinking
4. Make Inferences What Enlighten-

ment values are reflected in the Decla-
ration of Independence?

5. Draw Conclusions What effects 
did the Great Awakening have on 
American thought?

6. Analyze Information How did the 
peace treaty that marked the end of the 
American Revolution change the 
boundaries of the United States? 
Which countries controlled territory on 
the borders of the new nation?

Minuteman
This sculpture reminds Americans of 
the sacrifices made by minutemen, 
members of the Patriot militia who 
were ready to fight for freedom at a 
moment’s notice.
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