
4. Assess/Reteach
To close the lesson, have students work
in pairs to compile a pollster’s question-
naire that might have been used in 
the late 1800s to gauge the success of
Reconstruction. Polls, for example, might
focus on the work of the Freedmen’s
Bureau or various aspects of Johnson’s
plan for rebuilding the Union. As an
alternative, have students complete 
the Section Assessment.
If a student’s Assess activity does not
reflect adequate understanding of the
lesson, you might assign the Guided
Reading and Review worksheet or
Guide to the Essentials for this section.

Columbia, Richmond, and Atlanta had been
leveled.

The war wrecked the South’s financial
system. After the war, Confederate money
was worthless. People who had loaned
money to the Confederacy were never
repaid. Many southern banks closed, and
depositors lost their savings.

The war changed southern society for-
ever. Almost overnight, there was a new
class of nearly four million people known as
freedmen—men and women who had been
slaves. Under slavery, they had been forbid-
den to own property and to learn to read
and write. What would become of them?
How could the South cope with this sudden,
drastic change?

Early Steps Toward
Reconstruction
President Lincoln was worried about
Reconstruction, or the rebuilding of the
South. He wanted to make it fairly easy for
southerners to rejoin the Union. The sooner
the nation was reunited, Lincoln believed, the
faster the South would be able to rebuild.

Lincoln’s Reconstruction Plan As early
as 1863, Lincoln outlined his Ten Percent Plan for Reconstruction.
Under this plan, a southern state could form a new government after
10 percent of its voters swore an oath of loyalty to the United States.
The new government had to abolish slavery. Voters could then elect
members of Congress and take part in the national government once
again.

Lincoln’s plan also offered amnesty, or a government pardon, to
Confederates who swore loyalty to the Union. Amnesty would not
apply to the former leaders of the Confederacy, however.

A Rival Proposal Many Republicans in Congress felt that the Ten
Percent Plan was too generous toward the South. In 1864, they
passed the Wade-Davis Bill, a rival plan for Reconstruction. It
required a majority of white men in each southern state to swear loy-
alty to the Union. It also denied the right to vote or hold office to
anyone who had volunteered to fight for the Confederacy. Lincoln
refused to sign the Wade-Davis Bill because he felt it was too harsh.

The Freedmen’s Bureau Congress and the President did agree on
one proposal. One month before Lee surrendered, Congress passed a
bill creating the Freedmen’s Bureau, a government agency to help
former slaves. Lincoln signed the bill.

The Freedmen’s Bureau gave food and clothing to former slaves.
It also tried to find jobs for freedmen.The bureau helped poor whites
as well. It provided medical care for more than one million people.
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Richmond
in Ruins
After the Civil
War, some of
the South’s most important cities
lay in ruins. This picture shows the
devastation in Richmond, Virginia.
Drawing Conclusions What
effect do you think this kind of dev-
astation had on southerners?

Viewing History
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BACKGROUND
Did You Know?

Face-off An author of the Wade-
Davis Bill, Ben Wade, at one point
demanded that Lincoln fire General
Grant. When Lincoln declined, Wade
exploded, “This government is on the
road to hell, sir, by reason of your
obstinacy, and you are not a mile 
from there this minute!” Lincoln
replied, “Senator, that is just about 
the distance from here to the Capitol, 
is it not?”

ACTIVITY
Linking Past

and Present
Singing About Dixie “Dixie”
became the anthem of the South dur-
ing the Civil War, and even now people
may stand up when it is played or
sung. Have students research the ori-
gins of this song and the controversy
that surrounds it today. Many people
believe this song signifies slavery,
racism, and hatred. Others, particularly
in the South, treasure it as a reminder
of a region they love. (Verbal/Linguistic)

Viewing History

ANSWER Destruction of property
and the cost of rebuilding would strain
the southern economy. Students might
also suggest the emotional effect on
southerners, such as feelings of help-
lessness or anger.

ESL
Checking Comprehension Make enough photocopies of the section
so that each English language learner has one. As they read, have
students underline key points in the section content. Review the
points they have underlined to make sure they are able to pick out 
the main ideas in the section. Ask students whether they have any 
questions about the meaning of the sentences they have underlined.
Discuss their concerns until you are satisfied that they understand
both the key points and the actual sentence structure and vocabu-
lary. Then, ask students to use their underlined copies of the section
to write summaries of the section. Distribute the summaries to the
rest of the class as a tool for review.

CUSTOMIZE FOR . . .
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One of the bureau’s most important tasks was to set up schools
for freedmen. Most of the teachers were volunteers, often women,
from the North. Grandparents and grandchildren sat side by side in
the classroom. Charlotte Forten, an African American volunteer
from Philadelphia, wrote:

“ It is wonderful how a people who have been so long
crushed to the earth . . . can have so great a desire for
knowledge, and such a capacity for attaining it. ”—Charlotte Forten, article in the Atlantic Monthly

The Freedmen’s Bureau laid the foundation for the South’s pub-
lic school system. It also created colleges for African Americans,
including Howard, Morehouse, and Fisk. Many of the graduates of
these schools became teachers themselves. By the 1870s, African
Americans were teaching in grade schools throughout the South.

Lincoln Is Assassinated
President Lincoln hoped to persuade Congress to accept his
Reconstruction plan. However, he never got the chance.

On April 14, 1865, just five days after Lee’s surrender, the
President attended a play at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C.
A popular actor from the South, John Wilkes Booth, crept into the
President’s box and shot Lincoln in the head. Lincoln died the
next morning. Booth was later caught and killed in a barn outside
the city.
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M A G A Z I N E

Ford’s Theatre
On April 14, 1865, John Wilkes
Booth crept into Abraham Lincoln’s
box at Ford’s Theatre. As the Presi-
dent watched the comedy Our
American Cousin, Booth shot him.
Today, park rangers at the restored
theatre recount the story of the
tragic assassination. You can visit a
museum devoted to Lincoln’s
death—and even attend a play.

HISTORY HAPPENED HERE

Virtual Field Trip For an interac-
tive look at Ford’s Theatre, visit
PHSchool.com, Web Code mfd-
1801.

Identify Sequence
As you read, identify the

major goals and accomplishments
of the Freedmen’s Bureau. Add
these items to your flowchart.

®

T R A N S P A R E N C Y

Use the transparency and associated
lesson plan from the Color Trans-
parencies book to enhance student
appreciation of this site. 

ACTIVITY
Connecting With

Culture
Writing a Poem President Lincoln
has been shot! Have students write
poems about the death of Lincoln, tak-
ing the viewpoint of a northerner or a
southerner. Some students may choose
to set their poems to music. Have vol-
unteers read their poems to the class.
(Musical/Rhythmic)

Family Trade Edwin Booth, John
Wilkes Booth’s older brother, was the
nation’s foremost Shakespearean actor.
John gained respect as an actor before
achieving infamy with the assassina-
tion of Lincoln. Perhaps not surpris-
ingly, his interpretation of Hamlet was
described by a fellow British actor as
“insane [and] fiery.” (Source: Arthur
Nielsen, “The Time Machine,” American
Heritage magazine, November 1989.)

From the Archives of
®

Teaching Resources
Unit 5/Ch. 18
• Section 1 Quiz, p. 44
Technology
Color Transparencies
• History Happened Here: Ford’s Theater, 

p. G-35
Companion Web Site, www.phschool.com
• Virtual Field Trip

RESOURCE DIRECTORY

ACTIVITY
Connecting With

Economics
Writing a Speech Have students
prepare and present speeches to 
convince a northerner to teach in 
a Freedmen’s Bureau school. They
should stress how this will benefit 
the economic recovery of the country.
(Verbal/Linguistic)

Identify Sequence
Possible answer: The

Freedmen’s Bureau laid the foun-
dation for the South’s public
school system and created col-
leges for African Americans.
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Section 1 Assessment
1. (a) rebuilding of the South after 

the Civil War (b) President Lincoln’s
proposed Reconstruction plan 
(c) rival, harsher plan for Recon-
struction (d) government agency 
to help former slaves (e) actor 
who assassinated President Lincoln
(f) succeeded to the presidency after
Lincoln’s assassination (g) banned
slavery throughout the nation

2. (a) p. 517 (b) p. 517
3. Possible answers: Cities and rail-

roads were destroyed and had to 
be rebuilt; 4 million freedmen had 
no land, jobs, or education.

4. setting up the Freedmen’s Bureau
5. They opposed the plan because for-

mer Confederate leaders had been
elected to Congress.

6. Students who support Lincoln’s plan
should cite the need to heal the
wounds of war and bring the North
and the South together as quickly 
as possible. Students who oppose
Lincoln’s plan may stress the need
to take harsh measures against
those who had tried to break up 
the Union.

7. Students’ responses should show
an awareness that southern laws
had forbidden slaves to learn to
read or write. Because they had
been denied an education, freed-
men valued it all the more as an
opportunity to better their condition.

Recall
1. Identify Explain the signifi-

cance of (a) Reconstruction, 
(b) Ten Percent Plan, (c) Wade-
Davis Bill, (d) Freedmen’s
Bureau, (e) John Wilkes Booth,
(f) Andrew Johnson, 
(g) Thirteenth Amendment.

2. Define (a) freedmen, 
(b) amnesty.

Comprehension
3. Describe two problems faced by

the South after the Civil War.
4. What early Reconstruction

measure did Lincoln and
Congress agree upon?

5. Why did Republicans in
Congress oppose Johnson’s
Reconstruction plan?

Critical Thinking and Writing
6. Exploring the Main Idea

Review the Main Idea statement
at the beginning of this section.
Then, write a letter to President
Lincoln supporting or opposing
his Reconstruction plan.

7. Drawing Inferences One
teacher said that freedmen “will
starve themselves in order to
send their children to school.”
Write a paragraph explaining
why you think education meant
so much to the freedmen.
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The nation was plunged into grief. Millions who had been cele-
brating the war’s end now mourned Lincoln’s death. “Now he belongs
to the ages,” commented Secretary of War Edwin Stanton.

The New President
Vice President Andrew Johnson was now President. Johnson had
represented Tennessee in Congress. When his state seceded, Johnson
had remained loyal to the Union.

Johnson’s Plan Republicans in Congress believed Johnson would
support a strict Reconstruction plan. But his plan was much milder
than expected. It called for a majority of voters in each southern
state to pledge loyalty to the United States. Each state also had to
ratify the Thirteenth Amendment, which Congress had approved in
January 1865. It banned slavery throughout the nation. (As you read,
the Emancipation Proclamation did not free slaves in states loyal to
the Union.)

Congress Rebels The southern states quickly met Johnson’s con-
ditions. As a result, the President approved their new state govern-
ments in late 1865. Voters in the South then elected representatives
to Congress. Many of those elected had held office in the
Confederacy. For example, Alexander Stephens, the former vice
president of the Confederacy, was elected senator from Georgia.

Republicans in Congress were outraged. The men who had led
the South out of the Union were being elected to the House and
Senate. Also, no southern state allowed African Americans to vote.

When the new Congress met, Republicans refused to let south-
ern representatives take their seats. Instead, they set up a Joint
Committee on Reconstruction to form a new plan for the South. The
stage was set for a showdown between Congress and the President.

Section 1 AssessmentSection 1 Assessment

Involuntary Servitude

The Thirteenth Amendment banned
not only slavery but also “involun-
tary servitude” anywhere in the
United States. Today, this provision
helps the government combat new
forms of forced labor.

In one case, farm workers were
smuggled into the United States in
a van. During the three-day trip,
they were not allowed to leave the
van even for food or bathroom
breaks. Then, they were forced by
threats of violence to work for their
captors to pay off their smuggling
fees. The youngest of the victims
was 13 years old. In 2000, new
laws made it unlawful to hold a
person in a “condition of slavery.”
The government set up a National
Worker Exploitation Complaint Line
to report such violations of the
Thirteenth Amendment.
Why do you think Congress
wanted the Thirteenth
Amendment to apply to all
people, not just citizens?

ACTIVITY

Conducting an Interview
Use the Internet to find out
more about the assassina-
tion of Lincoln. With a part-
ner, act out an interview
between a reporter and a
witness to the event. For
help in completing the 
activity, visit  PHSchool.com,
Web Code mfd-1802.
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ANSWER Possible answer:
Congress did not want anyone to get
around the ban on slavery by using
noncitizens as laborers.

Use “The Freedmen’s Bureau” section that begins on page 517 
and your knowledge of social studies to complete the following 
sentence. 
Setting up schools was one of the Freedmen’s Bureau’s most impor-
tant tasks because the schools provided—
A job training for almost 300,000 African Americans
B employment for many women volunteers
C the foundation for a public school system in the South
D jobs as teachers for ex-soldiers

TEST PREPARATION

ACTIVITY Guided Instruction
Before they begin the assignment,
have students suppose that they are
reporters or citizens of Washington on
the night of April 14, 1865. Have them
brainstorm a list of interview questions
they might ask. Suggest that they use
some of these questions as guides as
they research the assassination. To
complete this activity, direct students
to www.phschool.com, Web Code
mfd-1802.
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