United States History

Causes and Effects of the French and Indian War
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Effects on Native Americans Overall, the
war was a disaster for the Native Americans of
the Ohio Valley, no matter which side they had
chosen. Most had supported the losing French.
Even the Iroquois League, who had been allies
of the British, had been weakened by the war.
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Although the Proclamation of 1763 was
meant to slow western settlement, it did take
away some native lands. Plus, settlers often
ignored the Proclamation altogether. Later
treaties continued to push the line of white
settlement farther and farther west.




image1.png
The French and Indian War

‘The French and Indian War lasted from 1754
to 1763 and became part of a larger war
between France and Great Britain called the
Seven Years' War. War between France and
Great Britain broke out in the colonies first,
then spread to the European continent. The
French joined with Native Americans to attack
the British in North America. Spain and its
colonies were also involved.
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The Albany Plan In the early 1750s
conflict with France erupted in the Ohio River
Valley. The French built Fort Duquesne (doo-
KAYN) at the point where the Allegheny and
Monongahela rivers join to form the Ohio—the
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site of Pittsburgh today. But a Virginia-based
land company planned to bring settlers there.
In 1754 George Washington and his militia
made an unsuccessful attempt to take this land
back from France. This was the first skirmish
of the French and Indian War.

Later in 1754, at the urging of British
officials, delegates from New England, New
York, Pennsylvania, and Maryland met in
Albany. Their main goal was to win the support
of the Iroquois League against the French. At the
same time, they wanted to achieve some sort of
unity among the colonies. Benjamin Franklin
proposed the Albany Plan of Union as a way
to colonial unity. Each colony would keep its
own constitution, while a grand council would
deal with military issues, Native American
relations, and western settlement. Although
the Albany Plan of Union was never approved,
it was the first atttempt to unite the colonies.
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The peace treaty The Treaty of Paris, signed
in 1763, ended the Seven Years' War in Europe
and the French and Indian War in North
America. Britain gained all French land east of
the Mississippi River—including much of what
is now Canada. This victory gave Britain the
basis of what would become a mighty empire.

Spain gave up control of Florida to Britain
but got a major prize from its ally France—the
huge Louisiana Territory, including the city of
New Orleans. An earlier secret treaty between
the two monarchs had made the transfer, but
the Treaty of Paris confirmed it. France kept
two islands near Canada and regained some
Caribbean islands.
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Effects of the War

The war brought some important benefits
to the colonists. Ironworkers, shipbuilding,
and farmers profited by supplying the army.
Carolinians and Georgians benefited from the
acquisition of Florida, which could no longer
serve as a haven for runaway slaves.

Though they had been unwilling to unite
at first, the war forced the colonists to work
together. Their common effort increased the
colonists’ self-confidence.

The war brought Britain an empire, but at
a great cost. British officials decided that the
colonists should pay some of those expenses.
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The Proclamation of 1763 As soon as
the French left, American traders and settlers
crossed the mountains into the Ohio Valley.
To avoid conflicts with the Native Americans
there, officials decided to stop colonists from
moving west. With the Proclamation of 1763,
they drew a line along the Appalachian Moun-
tains, reserving land on the western side for
Native Americans.

‘This appealed to British officials because
it gave them control of migration westward. It
also slowed the movement out of cities, which
were centers of trade and prosperity.




