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Directions:  Using the information on the back of this handout, write down the major changes happening in home life during WWI.
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Central Question:  How did American life change at home during World War I?
Write two sentences in response to the above question.
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Dark Side of Dissent

%1917 - Congress passed the Espionage
and Sedition Acts to punish traitors
= $10,000 fine, 20 years in jail for criticizing
the government or the war effort
= 2000 people prosecuted for anti-war
activities
= Many were Socialists and Union leaders

® Hundreds were deported (sent from the
u.s.)
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Schenck v. United States (1919)

Y Charles Schenck handed out leaflets
against the draft for the war and was
prosecuted under the Sedition Act

7 The Supreme Court heard Schenck’s case —
did Schenck have a right under the First
Amendment to “free speech”?

Y Court ruled that in times of war, speech

that creates a “clear and present danger” is
NOT protected by the Constitution
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Creating a War State

“cMay 1917 -

Selective Service Act

= Required young men
to register for
military service (24
million did; 3 million
went off to fight)

= More than 400,000
African-Americans
fought for the U.S.
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War State Economy

“fUnited States government regulated
the American economy to make it more
effective for war production

= War Industries Board — set prices, quotas
for production, distributed raw materials
= Government controlled coal and oil

= Food Conservation: people encouraged to
save food, plant “Victory Gardens”
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Workers and Industries

“*Hourly wages for workers rose 20%
during the war, but food and housing
prices also rose; so workers joined
unions in record numbers

“¥Industries made record profits during
the war — some increased 1600%

“¢National War Labor Board — created to
prevent strikes and help unions get
higher wages, 8-hour day
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Selling the War

YtGovernment spent
$35.5 million on the WOMEN!'
war; raised 1/3 of HELP AMERICA'S SONS
money in taxes and the ‘WIN THE WAR
rest through bonds A /
(loans)

7k Committee on Public
Information — spread
pro-war propaganda in
public media to
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