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Objectives
As you teach this section, keep students 
focused on the following objectives to help 
them answer the Section Focus Question and 
master core content.

• Describe efforts to end segregation in the 
1940s and 1950s.

• Explain the importance of Brown v. Board 
of Education.

• Describe the controversy over school 
desegregation in Little Rock, Arkansas.

• Describe the Montgomery bus boycott and 
its impact.

Prepare to Read
 

Background Knowledge
Remind students that after World War II 
the United States was prosperous, but 
access to prosperity was not equally 
available to all Americans. Ask students 
to predict what social changes some 
Americans might demand in the decades 
after the war.

Set a Purpose
� WITNESS HISTORY Read the selec-

tion aloud, or play the audio.

 

Witness History Audio CD, 
A Different Kind of Enemy

Ask Why was Medgar Evers 
unable to live as an ordinary 
U.S. citizen? (Institutional racism 
prevented African Americans from 
exercising basic rights.)

� Focus Point out the Section Focus 
Question, and write it on the board. 
Tell students to refer to this ques-
tion as they read. (Answer appears 
with Section 1 Assessment answers.)

� Preview Have students preview 
the Section Objectives and the list of 
Terms and People.

� Reading Skill Have students use 
the Reading Strategy: Summarize 
worksheet. Teaching Resources, p. 11

�  
 

Using the Paragraph 
Shrinking strategy (TE, p. T20), 
have students read this section. As 
they read, have students fill in the 
timeline with ways that African 
Americans challenged segregation. 
Reading and Note Taking Study Guide

Use the information below and the following resource to teach students the high-use word 
from this section. Teaching Resources, Vocabulary Builder, p. 10

High-Use Word Definition and Sample Sentence
 

compliance n. the act of obeying a rule or law
The factory that employed children was not in compliance with the law.

L3

L3

11SECTION
WITNESS HISTORYWITNESS HISTORY AUDIO

Early Demands for Equality
Objectives
• Describe efforts to end segregation in the 

1940s and 1950s.

• Explain the importance of Brown v. Board of 
Education.

• Describe the controversy over school 
desegregation in Little Rock, Arkansas.

• Discuss the Montgomery bus boycott and its 
impact.

Terms and People
de jure segregation
de facto segregation
Thurgood Marshall
Earl Warren

Civil Rights Act of 1957
Rosa Parks
Montgomery bus boycott
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Why It Matters The postwar period brought prosperity to many,
but most African Americans were still treated as second-class citizens.
The civil rights movement, a broad and diverse effort to attain racial
equality, compelled the nation to live up to its ideal that all are created
equal. The movement also demonstrated that ordinary men and women
could perform extraordinary acts of courage and sacrifice to achieve
social justice, a lesson that continues to inspire people around the
world today. Section Focus Question: How did African Americans challenge
segregation after World War II?

Segregation Divides America
African Americans had a long history of fighting for their rights.

After World War II, the struggle intensified, as African Americans
grew increasingly dissatisfied with their second-class status.

Jim Crow Laws Limit African Americans In the South, Jim
Crow laws enforced strict separation of the races. Segregation that
is imposed by law is known as de jure segregation. In 1896, in
Plessy v. Ferguson, the Supreme Court had ruled that such segrega-
tion was constitutional as long as the facilities for blacks and whites
were “separate but equal.” But this was seldom the case. The facili-
ties for African Americans were rarely, if ever, equal.

In the South and elsewhere, segregation extended to most areas
of public life. Officials enforced segregation of schools, hospitals,
transportation, restaurants, cemeteries, and beaches. One city even
forbade blacks and whites from playing checkers together.

Segregation Prevails Around the Nation In the North, too,
African Americans faced segregation and discrimination. Even where
there were no explicit laws, de facto segregation, or segregation by

�  Medgar Evers

A Different Kind of Enemy
After serving in the army in Europe in World War II, 
Medgar Evers returned home to the South, where 
he faced a different kind of enemy: discrimination. 
When he and some other African American veterans 
tried to register to vote, a mob of armed whites 
blocked their way. “All we wanted to be was ordi-
nary citizens,” Evers later said, frustrated to find his 
life at risk in his own country. “We fought during 
the war for America, Mississippi included.” Evers 
retreated that day, but he did not give up on his 
goal. He became an active member of the NAACP 
and a leader in the fight for civil rights.

1945

Montgomery 
bus boycott

1950 1955 1960

 

Reading Skill: Summarize Copy the timeline 
below and fill it in with events of the early civil 
rights movement. When you finish, write two 
sentences that summarize the information in 
your timeline.

�  Sign at a segregated bus station
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Teach
 

Segregation Divides 
America

Instruct
� Introduce: Key Terms Ask stu-

dents to find the key terms de jure 
segregation and de facto segrega-
tion (in bold) in the text. Explain 
the difference between the two kinds 
of segregation. Have students pre-
dict why the fight for equal rights 
might be different in states with de 
jure segregation than in states 
with de facto segregation.

� Teach Ask What did the 
Supreme Court rule in Plessy v. 
Ferguson? (that de jure segregation 
was legal as long as separate-but-
equal facilities were provided for 
both African Americans and whites) 
Using the Idea Wave strategy (TE, 
p. T22) and the images on this page, 
discuss ways in which Jim Crow 
laws hurt African Americans. Ask 
Why were African Americans 
less willing to accept Jim Crow 
laws after World War II? (African 
Americans had served in the U.S. 
military during World War II, and 
they wanted the U.S. government to 
recognize their equality and guaran-
tee equal rights.)

� Quick Activity Display Color 
Transparency: Working Toward 
Equal Rights. Use the lesson sug-
gested in the transparency book 
to guide a discussion about efforts 
to achieve equal rights during the 
civil rights movement. Color 
Transparencies A-117

Independent Practice
Have students read the worksheet 
Biography: Jackie Robinson and 
answer the questions that follow. 
Teaching Resources, p. 18

Monitor Progress
As students fill in their timelines, cir-
culate to make sure that they under-
stand the events of the early civil 
rights movement. For a completed ver-
sion of the timeline, see Note Taking 
Transparencies, B-127.

Answer

Caption No; the water fountain for whites 
is larger and cleaner. African Americans had 
to squeeze into the back of the bus.

L1
 

Special Needs Students L2
 

English Language Learners L2
 

Less Proficient Readers

Before they read, have students write down these 
terms and names: Plessy v. Ferguson, separate but 
equal, discrimination, CORE, Jackie Robinson, and 
Committee on Civil Rights. As they read, have stu-
dents write definitions or descriptions for each of 
these terms or names.

Tell students that the main idea of the reading is 
that African Americans faced many kinds of discrimi-
nation. Ask students to read a paragraph of the sec-
tion aloud and list details from the paragraph that 
support the main idea.

L3

unwritten custom or tradition, was a fact of life. African Americans in the North
were denied housing in many neighborhoods. They faced discrimination in employ-
ment and often could get only low-paying jobs.

Jim Crow laws and more subtle forms of discrimination had a widespread and
severe impact on African Americans. Black Americans occupied the bottom
rungs of the economic ladder. Compared to white Americans, they had signifi-
cantly higher rates of poverty and illiteracy, as well as lower rates of homeown-
ership and life expectancy. Although African Americans living in the North
could vote, most who lived in the South could not. Very few African Americans
held public office.

In the West and Southwest, Asian Americans and Mexican Americans, too,
faced de facto segregation and, in some cases, legal restrictions. (Their struggle
for equality will be discussed in a later chapter.)

The Civil Rights Movement Grows In many ways, World War II set the
stage for the rise of the modern civil rights movement. President Roosevelt
banned discrimination in defense industries in 1941. Gunnar Myrdal’s publica-
tion in 1944 of An American Dilemma brought the issue of American prejudice
to the forefront of public consciousness. Lastly, after risking their lives defend-
ing freedom abroad, African Americans were unwilling to accept discrimination
at home.

In the 1940s, new efforts arose to try to bring an end to racial injustice. James
Farmer and several others founded the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE).
Its members were deeply influenced by Henry David Thoreau and Mohandas
Gandhi. They became convinced that African Americans could apply direct non-
violent methods to gain civil rights. CORE organized protests against segrega-
tion in Chicago, Detroit, Denver, and other northern cities.

Success was limited, but one highly visible break in the
wall of segregation did take place in 1947. Jackie Robinson
joined the Brooklyn Dodgers, becoming the first African
American to play major league baseball. Robinson braved
death threats and rough treatment, but throughout his
career he won the hearts of millions and paved the way for
integration of other sports.

Nevertheless, African Americans continued to face dis-
crimination and felt that racial equality was long overdue.

African Americans Are 
Segregated
In some parts of the country, even 
drinking fountains were segregated 
(below, left). On public buses, African 
Americans had to sit in the back. 
Were the separate facilities for 
African Americans shown here 
�equal�?
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Brown v. Board of 
Education

Instruct
� Introduce Ask students to read 

the HISTORY MAKERS feature on the 
next page about Thurgood Marshall. 
Point out that as an attorney for the 
NAACP, Marshall represented 
Linda Brown in the Supreme Court 
case Brown v. Board of Education. 
Ask students to predict ways in 
which the case might still affect the 
United States today.

� Teach Trace the steps the NAACP 
took to desegregate schools. Ask 
What decision did the Supreme 
Court make in Sweatt v. Painter? 
(The state of Texas had violated the 
Fourteenth Amendment by establish-
ing a separate African American law 
school that was not equal to white 
law schools in the state.) Have stu-
dents discuss ways in which the 
McLaurin case was similar to the 
Sweatt case. What main argument 
did the NAACP make in Brown v. 
Board of Education? (that segre-
gated public education and “separate 
but equal” laws were unconstitutional) 
Have students discuss the effective-
ness of the NAACP strategy of using 
the courts to challenge the legality 
of segregation.

� Analyzing the Visuals Have stu-
dents access Web Code nep-1402 to 
use the Geography Interactive 
map and answer the map skills 
questions in the text. Have students 
use this information to predict where 
the resistance to desegregation would 
be most intense.

Answers

Map Skills

1. the southern states, and Missouri, Mary-
land, and Delaware; Segregation was 
allowed but not required.

2. Segregation was a longstanding, unwrit-
ten custom in many places in the North.

 

Facilities for African Americans were sel-
dom equal to those provided for white 
people and were often allowed to 
become run down. African Americans 
did not experience the economic pros-
perity that white Americans did.

Precedent for Brown Many people believe that 
Brown v. Board of Education was the first case to 
challenge the constitutionality of school segregation. 
It was not, but it was the first successful challenge.

In 1849, Benjamin Roberts sued the city of Boston 
on behalf of his daughter Sarah. Boston had separate 
schools for African American students, and Roberts 
filed a lawsuit as part of a continuing effort to deseg-
regate Boston schools. He took his daughter to the 
nearest public school and tried to enroll her, but 
Sarah was forcibly removed from the school.

Roberts’ attorney was Charles Sumner, the aboli-
tionist and later U.S. senator. However, the Boston 
judge ruled against Roberts, stating that the Boston 
school committee had the right to set whatever edu-
cation policies it saw fit. The case of Roberts v. City 
of Boston, Massachusetts, shocked black northerners, 
who saw the country giving in more and more to the 
interests of southern slaveholders. It would be more 
than 100 years later before American schools were 
required to desegregate.

L3
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Segregation required

Segregation allowed

Segregation prohibited

No specific legislation

However, the vast majority of white Americans took the opposite view. Racial
violence erupted in the South, sometimes against veterans who were just trying
to register to vote.

In the wake of this violence, President Truman appointed a Committee on
Civil Rights to investigate race relations. In its report, the committee recom-
mended a number of measures to ensure equal opportunity for all Americans,
including an antilynching law and federal protection of voting rights. Unfortu-
nately, Truman was unable to win congressional support for these initiatives.
However, in 1948, he did use his executive power to order the desegregation of
the military. Over time, the U.S. armed forces would become one of the most
integrated institutions in the United States.

 

How did segregation affect the lives of African Americans?

Brown v. Board of Education
Although the civil rights movement had made some gains in the 1940s, it

stalled in the early 1950s. Feeling that the executive and legislative branches of
government were unwilling to promote additional reforms, the NAACP decided
to turn to the federal courts to attain its goals.

The NAACP Challenges Segregation By the end of World War II, the NAACP
had become the largest and most powerful civil rights organization in the
nation. It attracted a wide array of individuals, both black and white, including a

Public School Segregation, 1954
For: Interactive map
Web Code: nep-1402

Map Skills Before the Brown 
decision, many states had laws mandat-
ing segregation in public schools. Even 
in states that had no laws regarding 
segregation, there was de facto segrega-
tion in schools. The photograph shows 

2. Draw Conclusions  Why did 
school segregation exist even where 
it was not mandated by law?

Linda Brown, the student at the center 
of the Brown case, in her classroom in 
Topeka, Kansas.
1. Region  Which states had laws 

requiring school segregation? What 
was the status of segregation in the 
state where Linda Brown lived?

hsus_te_ch14_s01_s.fm  Page 582  Friday, December 5, 2008  6:37 PM



Chapter 18 Section 1 583

Independent Practice
Have students review each court case 
mentioned under this blue heading by 
writing a brief summary describing the 
case and the Supreme Court decision.

Monitor Progress
As students write their summaries, 
circulate to ensure that they under-
stand the main ideas and decision for 
each case.

E-Rate In the mid-1990s, the Internet was becom-
ing widely available. Well-funded public schools were 
able to provide Internet access for their students, but 
less well-funded schools could not. In 1996, Congress 
passed legislation mandating that all schools have 
access to advanced telecommunications services, 
including the Internet.

To help enforce this law, the U.S. Department of 
Education established the E-rate program. E-rate 
offered Internet access at a discounted rate, based on 

the income level of the school’s community. In 1994, 
only 35 percent of public schools provided Internet 
access to students. By 2000, 98 percent of schools 
were connected. The federal E-rate program helped 
schools compete equally and prevented the creation 
of a disparity based on school-district income levels.

number of lawyers. In the 1940s, a team of NAACP attorneys pursued a strategy
to challenge in the courts the legality of segregation. Thurgood Marshall, an Afri-
can American lawyer from Baltimore, Maryland, headed the legal team that
mounted this challenge.

In 1950, the NAACP won a number of key cases. In Sweatt v. Painter, the
Supreme Court ruled that the state of Texas had violated the Fourteenth
Amendment by establishing a separate, but unequal, all-black law school. Sim-
ilarly, in the McLaurin v. Oklahoma State Regents, the Court ruled that the state
of Oklahoma had violated George McLaurin’s constitutional rights. Even though
McLaurin had been admitted to the graduate school of the University of Okla-
homa, he was denied equal access to the library, dining hall, and classrooms.
According to the Supreme Court, a truly equal education involved more than
simply admitting African Americans to previously all-white universities.

The Court Strikes Down Segregated Schools Not long after it won these
cases, the NAACP mounted a much broader challenge to segregated public edu-
cation at all grade levels. This challenge became known as Brown v. Board of
Education, Topeka, Kansas. In the Sweatt and McLaurin cases, the NAACP had
asserted that Texas and Oklahoma had failed to provide equal educational experi-
ences. In the Brown case, however, the NAACP challenged the “separate but equal”
principle itself, which had been established in the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson case.

The Supreme Court agreed with the NAACP’s argument that segregated pub-
lic education violated the U.S. Constitution. All nine of the Court’s Justices sup-
ported the Brown decision, which was written by newly appointed Chief Justice
Earl Warren. “Does segregation of children in public schools solely on the basis
of race . . . deprive the children of the minority group equal education opportu-
nities?” Warren asked in his decision. “We believe that it does.” The Chief Jus-
tice and the Court declared, “in the field of public education the doctrine of
‘separate but equal’ has no place.”

In the same month as the Brown decision, the Supreme Court decided another
civil rights case, this time involving Mexican Americans. In Hernandez v. Texas,
the Court ended the exclusion of Mexican Americans from trial juries. The
Hernandez decision was the first Supreme Court ruling against discrimination
targeting a group other than African Americans.

Reaction to Brown The Brown decision was one of
the most significant and controversial in American his-
tory. Because public education touched so many Ameri-
cans, it had a much greater impact than cases involving
only professional and graduate schools. Moreover, by
overturning the principle of “separate but equal,” the
Court lent its support to the views of many civil rights
advocates that all forms of segregation were wrong.

In a separate ruling, known as Brown II, the Court
called for the implementation of its decision “with all
deliberate speed” across the nation. However, most
southerners had no intention of desegregating their
schools without a fight. In 1956, about 100 southern
members of Congress endorsed “The Southern Mani-
festo.” They pledged to oppose the Brown ruling
through all “lawful means,” on the grounds that the
Court had misinterpreted the Constitution.

More ominously, the Ku Klux Klan staged a revival.
Many prominent white southerners and businessmen

Thurgood Marshall (1908–1993)
An excellent student, Thurgood Marshall applied to 
the University of Maryland Law School but was 
turned down because he was an African 
American. He went to the law school at 
Howard University, an historically all-
black school. The law school dean, 
Charles Hamilton Houston, trained 
the students to use the law to fight 
segregation, and in 1936, Marshall 
joined the NAACP legal team. 
Brown v. Board of Education was 
just one victory among many that 
he won. From 1965 until 1991, 
Marshall himself was a Justice on 
the Supreme Court.
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Federal and State 
Governments Clash

Instruct
� Introduce: Key Term Ask stu-

dents to find the key term Civil 
Rights Act of 1957 (in bold) in the 
text. Explain that it was the first 
civil rights act that Congress had 
passed since Reconstruction. Ask 
students to predict the effect on 
American society of this new civil 
rights legislation.

� Teach Have students discuss the 
Primary Source quotation on the 
following page. Ask Why do you 
think Eisenhower made this 
speech? (He probably wanted to 
stress that though a state might not 
agree with a law, it had to respect the 
power of the federal government.) 
Why did Governor Faubus send 
the Arkansas National Guard to 
Central High School in Little 
Rock? (to stop nine African Ameri-
can students from entering the 
school) Discuss how the events in 
Little Rock affected the passage of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1957.

� Analyzing the Visuals Have stu-
dents study the photograph with 
Elizabeth Eckford. Tell them that 
the white woman shouting is named 
Hazel Bryan. Explain that Bryan 
came to regret her actions, called 
Eckford to apologize, and has since 
devoted her time to fighting racism. 
Ask students to discuss why people 
might change their opinion about 
desegregation.

Independent Practice
Ask students to work in pairs to write 
a script of what might have been said 
during the reconciliation phone call 
between Bryan and Eckford.

Monitor Progress
As students write their scripts, circu-
late to make sure that the scripts 
reflect positive changes.

Answers

 

It established the principle of “separate 
but equal”and touched the lives of most 
Americans because it affected schools.

Caption Eckford is walking purposefully 
toward the school and ignoring the taunts 
and threats of the angry crowd.

L4
 

Advanced Readers L4
 

Gifted and Talented Students

The nine African American students who volunteered 
to desegregate Central High School in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, were brave. They faced danger every day 
to acquire an education and to challenge racism. 
Many people are aware of the events that took place 
during the desegregation of Central High School, 
but few can name the nine students who helped 

desegregate the high school, the details of those stu-
dents’ experiences, or say what the nine did after 
they graduated. Have students research the Little 
Rock Nine and write a brief biography of each. Then, 
have students write a newspaper article about one of 
the students whose story proved particularly moving 
or inspiring.

L3

organized “White Citizens Councils” that declared that the South would not be
integrated. The Citizens Councils imposed economic and political pressure
against those who favored compliance with the Supreme Court’s decision.

 

Why was the Brown v. Board of Education decision important?

Federal and State Governments Clash
Historically, education had been a state matter. States and local school boards

ran the schools, and the federal government had little involvement. Local and
state officials resisted the Brown decision’s order to desegregate, and clashes
with the federal government resulted. The most famous battle took place in
1957 in Little Rock, Arkansas.

A Conflict Erupts in Little Rock The Little Rock school board had estab-
lished a plan to gradually desegregate its schools, beginning with Central High
School. Nine young African American students volunteered to enroll. But
Arkansas governor Orval Faubus announced his opposition to integration and
called out the Arkansas state National Guard. When the nine students arrived
at Central High, the soldiers blocked their way.

One of the nine, Elizabeth Eckford, has described the scene. An angry white mob
began to approach her, with some screaming, “Lynch her! Lynch her!” Eckford
sought out a friendly face, someone who might help. “I looked into the face of an old
woman and it seemed a kind face,” she recalled, “but when I looked at her again she
spat on me.” Fortunately, another white woman whisked Eckford away on a public
bus before the mob could have its way. None of the nine African American students
gained entrance to the school that day.

Up until the Little Rock crisis, President Eisenhower had provided little lead-
ership on the civil rights front. Following the Brown decision, he did not urge the
nation to rapidly desegregate its schools. Privately, he expressed his misgivings

Integrating Little Rock 
Schools
Angry white students surrounded 
Elizabeth Eckford (below, right) as 
she tried to enter Central High in 
Little Rock. How is Eckford 
responding to the white students?
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The Montgomery Bus 
Boycott

Instruct
� Introduce Ask students to read 

the HISTORY MAKERS feature on this 
page about Rosa Parks. Explain that 
Rosa Parks had been active in civil 
rights groups before her arrest and 
that she remained active in civil 
rights causes throughout her life.

� Teach Help students understand 
why the Montgomery bus boycott 
was a turning point in the civil 
rights movement. Ask What event 
inspired the Montgomery bus 
boycott? (the arrest of Rosa Parks 
after she refused to give her seat on 
the bus to a white passenger) How 
did the Montgomery bus boycott 
force the city to change its laws? 
(The Supreme Court declared that 
the bus segregation law was uncon-
stitutional.) What effect do you 
think the boycott and the court 
ruling will have on the momen-
tum of the civil rights move-
ment? (Students may predict that 
the movement will grow and become 
more effective.)

Answer

 

Eisenhower sent federal troops to Little 
Rock because he believed that as Presi-
dent he could not allow Americans to 
ignore the law. He said that respect for 
the law was the foundation of the 
American way of life.

L1
 

Special Needs Students L2
 

English Language Learners L2
 

Less Proficient Readers

Lead students through the Infographic about King’s 
philosophy of nonviolent protest, beginning with the 
paragraph on the left. Help them understand the 
main point of the paragraph (that King drew on the 
teachings of Jesus and the philosophies of nonviolent 
thinkers to shape the civil rights movement). Then, 
read the King quotations with students, explaining 
who Thoreau was and the theme of his essay (that if 

a law is unjust or immoral, it should be met with civil 
disobedience).

Discuss Gandhi and his leadership of India in a non-
violent protest against British rule, and how he used 
nonviolence to help India gain its independence. 
Help students make connections between the bus 
boycott and the nonviolent actions of the Indian 
independence movement.

L3

about the ruling. But when Governor Faubus resisted the will of the federal
courts, Eisenhower realized he had to act. He sent federal troops to Little Rock to
protect the students and to enforce the Court’s decision. Eisenhower explained
this action in a nationally televised address:

 

“It is important that the reasons for my action be 
understood by all our citizens. . . . A foundation of our American way of life is our 
national respect for law. . . . If resistance to the federal court orders ceases at once, the 
further presence of federal troops will be unnecessary and the City of Little Rock will 
return to its normal habits of peace and order and a blot upon the fair name and high 
honor of our nation in the world will be removed.”

—President Dwight D. Eisenhower, “Address on Little Rock,” 1957

For the entire school year, federal troops stayed in Little Rock, escorting the
nine students to and from Central High and guarding them on the school-
grounds. On the last day of class, Ernest Green, the one senior of the nine,
became the first African American to graduate from Central High School. The
showdown demonstrated that the President would not tolerate open defiance of
the law. Still, most southern states found ways to resist full compliance with the
Court’s decision. Many years would pass before black and white children went
to school together.

Congress Passes a Civil Rights Law Civil rights forces enjoyed a small victory
when Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1957 and President Eisenhower
signed it into law. This law established the United States Civil Rights Commission,
which had the power to investigate violations of civil rights. The law also gave the
U.S. Attorney General greater power to protect the voting rights of African Ameri-
cans. But overall, the law lacked teeth. Its main significance was that it was the
first civil rights bill passed by Congress since Reconstruction.

 

Why did President Eisenhower send federal troops to 
Little Rock?

The Montgomery Bus Boycott
In addition to legal efforts during this era, some

civil rights activists took direct action to end segrega-
tion. On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks, an African
American seamstress, boarded a bus in Montgomery,
Alabama, and sat down in an empty seat. Several
stops later, the bus driver requested that she give up
her seat to a white passenger. Montgomery law required
African American passengers to give up their seats to
whites. After Rosa Parks refused to obey the law, she
was arrested. “The [policemen] asked if the driver had
asked me to stand up, and I said yes, and they wanted
to know why I didn’t,” Parks later recalled. “I told them
I didn’t think I should have to stand up. After I had
paid my fare and occupied a seat, I didn’t think I
should have to give it up.”

Rosa Parks Launches a Movement Parks’s action
set in motion a chain of events that transformed the
civil rights movement. Over the next few days, a core
of civil rights activists in Montgomery organized a one-
day bus boycott. They called upon the black community

Rosa Parks (1913–2005)
On December 1, 1955, in 
Montgomery, Alabama, Rosa 
Parks was arrested for 
refusing to give up her bus 
seat to a white passenger. 
African Americans 
responded with a boycott 
of city buses that lasted 
more than a year. Parks 
later moved to Detroit 
and worked for many years for Representative John 
Conyers, an African American member of Congress. She 
founded a nonprofit institute whose goal was to help 
young people improve their school, work, and inter-
personal skills. When she died in 2005, her body was 
laid in honor at the Capitol in Washington, D.C., making 
her the first woman ever to be recognized in this way.

Vocabulary Builder
compliance–(kuhm PLì uhns) n. 
the act of obeying a rule or law

hsus_te_ch14_s01_s.fm  Page 585  Friday, December 5, 2008  6:37 PM



586 The Civil Rights Movement

� Analyzing the Visuals Draw stu-
dents’ attention to the Infographic 
on this page. Ask students to sum-
marize the information provided in 
the quotations. Then, have them use 
this information to predict how King 
might motivate African Americans 
to maintain nonviolent protest when 
confronting physical violence.

Independent Practice
Write the following red headings from 
the text on the board: Rosa Parks 
Launches a Movement and Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Urges Nonviolence. 
Ask students to work in pairs to list 
supporting details from the text for 
each red heading.

Monitor Progress
Circulate to make sure that students’ 
lists include pertinent details about 
the Montgomery bus boycott and 
responses to it.

Answers

Thinking Critically
1. King persuaded African Americans to 

channel their anger and eagerness for 
change into committed nonviolent protest.

2. An advantage is that nonviolent protesters 
always have the moral high ground; they 
reveal the brutality of their violent oppo-
nents. The disadvantages are that nonvio-
lent protesters can be abused, or even 
killed, by violent opponents.

Gandhi and the Civil Rights Movement The 
civil rights movement in the United States was heav-
ily influenced by the ideas of Mohandas Gandhi. The 
Indian leader’s nonviolent protests, which helped free 
India from British rule in the 1940s, set a standard for 
peaceful civil disobedience that many civil rights 
activists, including Martin Luther King, Jr., emulated. 

Gandhi’s ideas also inspired James Farmer, who 
helped found the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 
in 1942. Farmer and other CORE members believed 
that using the nonviolent methods proposed by Gan-
dhi would help African Americans in the United 
States win their civil rights.

INFOGRAPHIC

For Martin Luther King, Jr., the strategy of nonviolent protest 
had diverse roots. As the son and grandson of Baptist preachers, 
King absorbed the teachings of Jesus at an early age. Later, a 
deep interest in philosophy led him to explore the writings of 
the American author Henry David Thoreau, who advocated civil 
disobedience, or refusing to obey unjust government or laws. 
Mohandas Gandhi was another critical influence on King.  
During India’s struggle for independence from British rule, 
Gandhi expanded on Thoreau’s approach, preaching nonviolence 
as the only way to achieve victory against much stronger foes. 

“Fascinated by the idea   
of refusing to cooperate 
with an evil system,            
I was  so deeply moved       
that I  reread the work  
several times. This was my  
first intellectual contact with the 
theory of nonviolent resistance.”

King read Thoreau’s 
Essay on Civil 
Disobedience. �

King was a Baptist preacher with a deep 
faith in God and in the teachings of Jesus. �

“It was in this 
Gandhian emphasis on 
love and nonviolence 
that I discovered the 
method for social reform 
that I had been seeking.”

Gandhi’s tactics 
inspired King. �

“In the midst of … dangers I have felt an inner calm 
and known resources of strength that only God could 
give…. I have felt the power of God transforming 
the fatigue of despair into the buoyancy of hope.”

to refuse to ride the buses as a way to express their opposition to Parks’s arrest,
in particular, and segregation, in general. Meanwhile, during the Montgomery
bus boycott, the NAACP began preparing a legal challenge.

For a long while, many people thought that Parks had refused to give up her
seat simply because she was tired after a long day of work. But, in reality, Parks
had a record of fighting for civil rights. She had been active in the Montgomery
chapter of the NAACP for years. This does not mean that she set out to get
arrested and spark a movement. But Parks and other activists welcomed the
chance to use the incident to protest bus segregation.

Thinking Critically
1. Apply Information  How did King 

put his belief in nonviolence into 
practice in the Montgomery bus 
boycott?

2. Draw Conclusions  What are the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
nonviolent protest?
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Assess and Reteach
 

Assess Progress
� Have students complete the Section 

Assessment.

� Administer the Section Quiz. 
Teaching Resources, p. 24

� To further assess student under-
standing, use Progress Monitoring 
Transparencies, 123.

Reteach
If students need more instruction, 
have them read the section summary.

Reading and Note Taking 
Study Guide

Adapted Reading and 
Note Taking Study Guide

Spanish Reading and 
Note Taking Study Guide

Extend
Have students research another major 
figure during the civil rights movement 
and give a class presentation about 
this figure, detailing his or her life, 
beliefs and goals, and the methods 
used to accomplish those goals.

Answers

 

The arrest of Parks after her refusal to 
give up her seat to a white person 
started the boycott. King became leader 
of the MIA that sponsored the boycott.

Section 1 Assessment
 

1. Sentences should reflect an understand-
ing of each term or person listed.

2. They refused to continue to accept segre-
gation, CORE was created to challenge 
segregation laws, and in Brown v. Board 
of Education the NAACP won a great 
victory. African Americans endured vio-
lence and threats at Central High School 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, and in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, during the bus boy-
cott. They created organizations to work 
to overturn Jim Crow laws.

3. Sample answer: Why did Eisenhower 
express misgivings about desegrega-
tion? How did the African Americans of 
Montgomery get to work while boycot-
ting the buses?

4. African Americans returning from the 
war had just risked their lives to protect 
the United States. They were not willing 
remain second-class citizens.

5. When Arkansas refused to desegregate 
its schools, the federal government sent 
the National Guard to oversee the trans-
portation of African American students 
to Central High School.

6. It showed that African Americans had 
the power to fight injustice and demon-
strated the effectiveness of nonviolent 
protest.

For additional assessment, have students access 
Progress Monitoring Online at Web 
Code nea-1403.

L3

L3

L1 L2

L2

L4

Assessment

11SECTION

Assessment Progress Monitoring Online
For: Self-test with vocabulary practice
Web Code: nea-1403

Martin Luther King Urges Nonviolence On the evening following the boy-
cott, the Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA), the organization that
sponsored the bus boycott, held a meeting. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a Baptist
minister, addressed the group. Though he had had little time to prepare, King
delivered an inspirational speech that brought the audience to its feet. Noting
that African Americans were tired of segregation and oppression, King declared
that there was no alternative but to protest. However, he called for the protest
to be nonviolent. He urged them not to become resentful, which would lead to
hatred toward whites, but rather to follow Christian doctrine and love them.

After King spoke, the MIA vowed to continue the boycott and chose King as
its leader. For more than a year, African Americans in Montgomery maintained
their boycott of the buses. They did so despite economic pressures from their
employers and threats of violence by the Ku Klux Klan. King himself survived
a bombing of his house. Fortunately, his wife and baby daughter were not home
at the time. Finally, in 1956, the Supreme Court ruled that the Montgomery city
law that segregated buses was unconstitutional. After more than a year, the
MIA ended its boycott, and African Americans began to ride the buses again.

Ministers Form the SCLC The bus boycott represented a tremendous victory
for African Americans in Montgomery and across the nation. The boycott
revealed the power that African Americans could have if they joined together.
The protest also elevated King and his philosophy of nonviolence into a prom-
inent position within the civil rights movement.

After the boycott, King and another Montgomery minister, Ralph Abernathy,
established the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) to continue
the struggle for civil rights. Made up largely of southern African American min-
isters, the SCLC advocated nonviolent resistance to fight injustice. The SCLC
went on to organize a series of protests, including a Prayer Pilgrimage in Wash-
ington, D.C., in 1957, which helped convince Congress to pass civil rights legis-
lation. Still, discrimination and segregation remained widespread.

 

What role did Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr., play in 
the Montgomery bus boycott?

Comprehension
1. Terms and People For each item 

below, write a sentence explaining its 
significance:
• de jure segregation
• de facto segregation
• Thurgood Marshall
• Brown v. Board of Education
• Earl Warren
• Civil Rights Act of 1957
• Rosa Parks
• Montgomery bus boycott
• Martin Luther King, Jr.

 

2. Reading Skill: 
Summarize Use your timeline to 
answer the Section Focus Question: 
How did African Americans challenge 
segregation after World War II?

Writing About History
3. Quick Write: Identify Questions  

Historical research begins with identify-
ing unanswered questions. Such 
questions often relate to the causes 
of an event or development. Reread 
this section and identify two events or 
developments that raise unanswered 
questions in your mind. Try to write 
questions that begin with Why or How.

Critical Thinking
4. Recognize Cause and Effect Why 

did the struggle for equal rights 
intensify after World War II?

5. Analyze Information How did the 
Brown decision lead to conflict 
between federal and state 
governments?

6. Synthesize Information Why is the 
Montgomery bus boycott considered a 
turning point in the civil rights 
movement?
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