United States History						Name:___________________________
Unit 12:  The Good Life Reading				Date:________________ Period:_____

Using the article, “The Good Life,” outline the major points of the article as you read.  The following outline will help you get started.

I. Introduction – The author sets out to show that __________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

II. Measuring the Economic Boom – This section shows that __________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

a. Recessions were _____________________________________________________________

b. Unemployment was __________________________________________________________

c. Inflation was ________________________________________________________________

d. Production was ______________________________________________________________

e. Life expectancy _____________________________________________________________

f. Americans’ share of the economic pie ____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

III. Limiting the Power of Labor – This section shows that _____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

a. The Taft-Hartley Act (1947) ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

b. Unions agreements adopted COLAs, which _______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

c. Investigation of unions in 1957-1958 _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

IV. Changing Patterns of Work – This section shows that ______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

a. More Americans became     ____________________________________________________

b. More Americans worked in ____________________________________________________
c. Expansion of service sector jobs increased opportunities for _________________________

i. Women earned ______________________________________________________

ii. The Equal Pay Act ___________________________________________________

iii. Women still earn less than men because ___________________________________

V. Signs of Economic Failure – This section shows that by 1972 _______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

a. The ________________________ and the ____________________ increased inflation.

b. Americans could no longer ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

c. American companies wanted ___________________________________________________

d. The decline of industrial jobs helped to create the ___________________________________

VI. Conclusion – Although Americans were doing well from 1945 to 1972, some 30 million 

Americans ________________________________________________________________________
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but the expansion of the economy encouraged most Americans to ____________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________


Who’s Getting a Piece of the Pie (Graph and Table Reading)

1. What happened to the rates of people in poverty between 1940 and 1970? [Graph A]



2. Are female-headed or male-headed households more likely to be in poverty?  What do you think explains this phenomenon? [Table B]




3. What happened to the rates of black poverty between 1960 and 1965, according to Table C?



4. How much more did a white family make than a black family in 1965?  What effect do you think this difference had on black-white relations in the 1960s? [Table D]


