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Step-by-Step 
Instruction

Chapter 22 Section 2 719

Prepare to Read
 

Background Knowledge
Remind students that the Watergate 
scandal took place during a period of 
great change. Have students preview 
the section and predict the challenges 
to come during the Ford and Carter 
administrations.

Set a Purpose
� WITNESS HISTORY Read the selec-

tion aloud, or play the audio.

 

Witness History Audio CD, 
A Crisis of Confidence

Ask According to Carter, what 
was one symptom of America’s 
crisis of confidence? (Sample: For 
the first time, people believed that the 
next five years would be worse than 
the last five.) Ask students whether 
they think this crisis continues today.

� Focus Point out the Section Focus 
Question, and write it on the board. 
Tell students to refer to this ques-
tion as they read. (Answer appears 
with Section 2 Assessment answers.)

� Preview Have students preview 
the Section Objectives and the list 
of Terms and People.

�  
 

Using the Paragraph 
Shrinking strategy (TE, p. T20), 
have students read this section and  
create outlines recording the 
problems of the era and their 
impact. Reading and Note Taking 
Study Guide

22SECTION
WITNESS HISTORYWITNESS HISTORY AUDIO

�  This man expresses the 
flagging spirit of many 
Americans during the late 
1970s.

A Crisis of Confidence
On July 4, 1976, the United States celebrated its 
bicentennial, or two hundredth anniversary. By the 
end of the decade, however, the celebratory mood 
had evaporated in the face of a series of crises that 
tested the nation’s spirit. President Jimmy Carter 
took note of what he called the nation’s crisis 
of confidence.

“The symptoms of this crisis of the American spirit 
are all around us. For the first time in the history of 
our country a majority of our people believe that the 
next five years will be worse than the past five 
years. Two thirds of the people do not even vote. 
The productivity of workers is actually dropping. . . . 
There is a growing disrespect for government and 
for churches and for schools. . . . This is not a 
message of happiness or reassurance, but it is the 
truth and it is a warning.”

—President Jimmy Carter, “Crisis
of Confidence” speech, 1979

 I. Gerald Ford’s Presidency
   A. Major Domestic Issues
       1. 
       2.

 B. 

Objectives
• Evaluate the presidency of Gerald Ford.

• Assess the domestic policies of Jimmy Carter.

• Analyze how American society changed in the 
1970s.

Terms and People
Gerald Ford
pardon
Jimmy Carter

Christian fundamentalist
amnesty
televangelist

The Ford and Carter Years
Why It Matters In 1982, historian Peter Carroll published a his-
tory of the 1970s entitled It Seemed Like Nothing Happened. Com-
pared to the turbulent 1960s, indeed, the 1970s appeared mostly
uneventful. Yet, the decade witnessed significant social, economic,
and cultural changes. These changes contributed to a growing sense
among Americans that something had gone wrong, that the nation
had gotten off the right track. This sense of disquiet is even now
a part of the nation’s political dialogue. Section Focus Question: What
accounted for the changes in American attitudes during the 1970s?

Ford Faces Political and Economic Woes
Gerald Ford brought a long record of public service to the presi-

dency. A star football player at the University of Michigan, Ford
enlisted in the United States Navy and fought in World War II. Fol-
lowing the war, Ford successfully ran for a seat in the U.S. Congress,
where he served for 25 years, rising to the position of House Minority
Leader in 1965. Democrats as well as Republicans supported Ford’s
nomination for Vice President because he had a stellar reputation for
hard work, integrity, and dependability.

Ford stepped into a delicate situation when he became President
after Richard Nixon’s resignation. Watergate had scarred the public’s
faith in government. Furthermore, the nation struggled with the

 

Reading Skill: Identify Main Ideas Create 
an outline like the one below to record the 
political, economic, and social problems of the era 
and their impact on American society.

L3

L3

Use the information below and the following resource to teach students the high-use word 
from this section. Teaching Resources, Vocabulary Builder, p. 9

High-Use Word Definition and Sample Sentence
 

contend v. to fight
In the 1960s, the nation had to contend with the social and political issues 
brought on by the war in Vietnam.

Objectives
As you teach this section, keep students 
focused on the following objectives to help 
them answer the Section Focus Question and 
master core content.

• Evaluate the presidency of Gerald Ford.

• Assess the domestic policies of Jimmy 
Carter.

• Analyze how American society changed in 
the 1970s.
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720  A Crisis in Confidence

Teach
 

Ford Faces Political and 
Economic Woes

Instruct
J Introduce: Key Term Ask stu-

dents to find the key term pardoned
(in bold) in the text. Then, write the
term on the board and provide the
definition. Have students predict
why Gerald Ford pardoned Richard
Nixon and how the pardon affected
Ford’s credibility as U.S. President.

J Teach Discuss the national mood
and state of the economy when Ford
became President. Ask What prob-
lems of the Nixon administra-
tion did Ford inherit? (the public’s
lack of faith in the government as a
result of the Watergate scandal; stag-
flation) How did Ford attempt to
solve these problems? (He par-
doned Nixon to put an end to the
Watergate scandal and put forward
his ill-fated WIN program.) Point
out that Ford’s unpopularity caused
the Republican Party to lose power
in Congress. Have students discuss
the way that the popularity of the
President can affect the outcome of
elections for other offices.

J Analyzing the Visuals Direct
students’ attention to the previous
page’s photograph of the man hold-
ing the sign. Ask students to review
the problems that divided Ameri-
cans during the mid-1970s and to
discuss solutions that could bring
Americans together.

Independent Practice
Instruct students to begin recording
the main ideas in the Note Taking out-
line for this section.

Monitor Progress
As students fill in their outlines, circu-
late to make sure that they understand
the political, economic, and social prob-
lems of the 1970s and the impact of
these problems on American society.
For a completed version of the outline,
see Note Taking Transparencies, B-143.

Answer

 

The WIN program tried to address infla-
tion through voluntary measures, and it 
was a clear failure.

Whip Inflation Now Whip Inflation Now (WIN) 
attempted to combat the psychology of inflation with-
out applying a program to solve the actual effects of 
inflation. Developed by Ford’s advisers, including then 
White House Chief of Staff Dick Cheney and Alan 
Greenspan, later Chairman of the Federal Reserve 
Board from 1987 until 2006, WIN was introduced in a 
1974 televised speech to Congress. Ford suggested, 
among other ideas, that American farmers increase 
production, a new energy board be established to 
lower domestic consumption of oil, and Congress 

extend unemployment benefits and pass tax increases. 
The speech also asked Americans to join the program 
by wearing buttons and signing an “enlistment form” 
that would appear in many major newspapers. Mem-
bers were to conserve energy by walking, carpooling, 
and bicycling; producing more and wasting less food; 
and shopping more efficiently. The campaign was 
widely ridiculed and many people wore their WIN but-
tons upside down so that they read NIM—No Instant 
Miracles. What Ford envisioned as an economic trans-
formation ended in dismal failure.

L3

most severe economic problems it had faced since the depression.
Ford wrestled with these problems but not very successfully. He left
office with the economy still suffering and the public’s distrust of
government still high.

Ford Pardons Nixon Ford moved quickly to try to restore con-
fidence in government. He selected Nelson Rockefeller, a former
governor of New York State, to serve as his Vice President. He
also promised to continue the foreign policy approaches of the
Nixon administration.

Whatever support he gained from these steps was lost when Ford
announced that he had pardoned, or officially forgiven, Richard
Nixon for any crimes he may have committed as President. Though
the pardon was meant to heal the nation’s wounds, in some ways it
achieved just the opposite effect. Ford’s critics accused him of hav-
ing made a secret deal, promising Nixon the pardon in exchange for
the vice presidential nomination. Though Ford strongly denied this,
his popularity declined dramatically.

The congressional election results of 1974 indicated the public’s
disapproval of the pardon and the impact of Watergate in general.
The Republicans lost 48 seats in the House of Representatives,
including Ford’s longtime district in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Stagflation Plagues the Nation President Ford might have
overcome this backlash if not for the troubled economy. Inflation hit

double digits in 1974 and early 1975. To fight skyrocketing
prices, Ford promoted a mostly voluntary plan known as WIN,
or Whip Inflation Now. Unfortunately, WIN was a clear fail-
ure. Instead of improving, the economy took a turn for the

worse. Factories closed down, consumer demand for goods
dropped sharply, and the rate of unemployment rose steadily.

Ford’s popularity plummeted.

 

How did President Ford’s WIN program try to 
address inflation, and how successful was it?

WIN Fails
Despite enthusiastic 
campaigning by Ford, 
his WIN plan failed to 
tame inflation.

A Washington “Outsider” Becomes President
Prior to the mid-1970s, few Americans outside Georgia had ever heard of

Jimmy Carter, a one-time governor of that state. But on election day 1976,
Americans elected Carter President of the United States. He won a slim popular
majority, receiving slightly more than 50 percent of the vote to Ford’s 48 percent.
In the electoral college, Carter won 297 votes compared to 240 for Ford.

Carter’s rise was the result of several factors. Most important was the turmoil
of the 1960s and Watergate, which created a backlash against professional
politicians. Carter seized this opportunity by casting himself as a fresh face, with
no ties to Washington, D.C. A born-again Christian who taught Sunday school,
Carter won the support of many Christian fundamentalists, people who believe
in a strict, literal interpretation of the Bible as the foundation of the Christian
faith. This group became increasingly involved in politics in the 1970s.

Carter Pays a Price for Inexperience From the beginning of his presidency,
Jimmy Carter sought to portray himself as a “citizens’ President.” He became the
first President since William Henry Harrison to walk all the way from the Capitol
to the White House during the inaugural parade. He held town meetings, wore
casual clothes, and carried his own suitcase.
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A Washington “Outsider” 
Becomes President

Instruct
� Introduce: Key Term Ask stu-

dents to find the key term Chris-
tian fundamentalists (in bold) in 
the text. Ask students to predict how 
the growing political involvement of 
Christian fundamentalists would 
help change the landscape of U.S. 
politics.

� Teach Using the Idea Wave strat-
egy (TE, p. T22), have students dis-
cuss how Watergate helped propel 
Carter into the White House. Ask 
What about Carter appealed to 
American voters in 1976? (He was 
not a Washington insider, he was a 
born-again Christian, and he prom-
ised never to lie to the American peo-
ple.) During the 1970s, which U.S. 
industry declined? (the automo-
bile industry) Why was Carter’s 
leadership challenged during 
his term? (Because Carter had few 
connections to leaders in Congress, 
little of his legislation was passed. 
He granted amnesty to people who 
evaded the Vietnam War draft, an 
act that angered many people. His 
attempts to deal with the oil crisis 
were ineffective.)

� Quick Activity Display Color 
Transparency: Rising Fuel Prices. 
Discuss with students the effects that 
rising fuel prices have on all aspects 
of the economy. Also, have students 
study the photographs and the chart 
on this page. Ask students to discuss 
the ways in which rising fuel prices 
might affect them and predict how a 
gasoline shortage could change their 
way of life. Color Transparencies A-134

L1
 

Special Needs Students L4
 

Advanced Readers
L2

 

Less Proficient Readers

Have students create Venn diagrams analyzing the 
similarities and differences between the Ford and 
Carter administrations. Students should list ways that 
each administration handled the political, economic, 
and social problems that Americans faced. Then, ask 
students to add information from the next section 
that explains how each administration handled for-
eign policy.

Have students prepare a news report in which they 
compare the oil crisis of the 1970s with recent devel-
opments in petroleum prices and their effect on the 
economy today. Encourage students to include a 
graph or chart to show changes in oil prices between 
1970 and today. Invite volunteers to present their 
news reports to the class.

L3

L4
 

Gifted and Talented Students

Price of Imported Crude Oil,
1970–1980
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The energy crisis of the 1970s rocked the American economy and stumped 
the best efforts of three Presidents to stop it. It made Americans feel power-
less and angry, and added to the general crisis of confidence. Why did the 
scarcity of oil in the 1970s have such a strong impact on the United States?

The price of 
gas continued 
to increase in 
leaps and 
bounds 
throughout 
the 1970s.

At gas stations that had gas, people 
waited for hours in long lines that 
snaked for blocks.

In 1974, 
gas stations all over 
the country ran out 
of gas to sell 
motorists.

However, Carter’s inexperience, which helped him get elected, hurt him dur-
ing the early days of his presidency. As an outsider, he did not have close ties
with the Democratic leadership in Congress. He submitted numerous bills to
Congress, but few of them passed without major changes by his own party.

Just one day after his inauguration, Carter fulfilled one of his campaign
pledges by granting amnesty, or political pardons, to Americans who had
evaded the draft during the Vietnam War. Carter hoped this act would help the
nation move beyond the divisions caused by that war. Yet the war remained an
emotional issue, and many Americans criticized the President for forgiving
those who had refused to fight. Republican senator Barry Goldwater called the
amnesty “the most disgraceful thing that a President has ever done.”

Problems Sap the Nation’s Confidence Like Ford, Carter contended with
the energy crisis and severe inflation. Inflation ate away at people’s savings,
raised the prices of necessities, and made American goods more costly abroad.
The U.S. automobile industry, long a symbol of the nation’s economic power,
became a symbol of its ills. Japanese car companies vastly expanded their sales
in the United States by selling better-built and more fuel-efficient cars at rea-
sonable prices. The situation grew so bad that Chrysler, one of the three major
American automobile companies, needed a federal loan to survive.

At the center of the nation’s economic ills lay the ongoing energy crisis. In 1973,
a gallon of gas cost about 40 cents. By the end of the decade, it cost close to $1.20.
To make matters worse, the winter of 1976 to 1977 was an especially bitter one in
parts of the United States, increasing the need for heating oil. Fuel shortages
caused factory closings and business losses.

Vocabulary Builder
contend–(kuhn TEHND) v. to fight
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722  A Crisis in Confidence

Independent Practice
Have students write paragraphs
describing the nature of the presiden-
tial crisis of the 1970s.

Monitor Progress
As students write their responses to
the video, circulate to make sure that
they understand the ways in which the
crisis in the presidency manifested
itself.

Answers

 

Carter had not previously worked in 
Washington, D.C., so he had difficulties 
working with Congress; as a result, little 
of his legislation was passed. Also, the 
oil crisis deepened, ruining various busi-
nesses, and inflation was still rampant.

Caption Latin America

U.S. Immigration Until the early twentieth century, 
the United States had placed few restrictions on immi-
gration from Europe, although immigrants from Asia 
faced obstacles. Beginning in the 1920s, the United 
States sharply limited immigration. In the 1960s, the 
United States again opened the way for expanded 
immigration. However, regulations still limited the 
number of legal immigrants. To circumvent those lim-
its, many immigrants crossed the border between Mex-
ico and the United States illegally. When President 
George W. Bush took office in 2001, he hoped to make 

it easier for Latin Americans to work in the United 
States legally. However, terrorist attacks in 2001 
created concern about the security of U.S. borders. 
Recently, debate has raged over U.S. immigration pol-
icy, with some citizens and members of Congress argu-
ing that illegal immigrants should be deported, while 
others want to work for a general amnesty or some set 
of guidelines that would move illegal immigrants cur-
rently in the United States toward legal status and 
citizenship.

Immigration Changes 
America
In the 1970s, immigration continued 
from Southeast Asia and Latin 
America. Girls from families of 
Cuban refugees (above) attend a 
Catholic school in Miami, Florida. 
From which region did more people 
emigrate in the 1970s�Southeast 
Asia or Latin America?

Immigration to the United States,
1971–1980

Mexico

Philippines

Korea

Cuba

Vietnam

India

Dominican Republic

Jamaica

United Kingdom

Italy

China

Hong Kong

640,294

354,987

267,638

264,863

172,820

164,134

148,135

137,577

137,374

129,368

124,326

113,467

Country of Origin Number of Immigrants

SOURCE: U.S. Office of Immigration Statistics

Carter responded to the oil crisis by calling on Americans to
conserve and by asking Congress to raise taxes on crude oil, which
he hoped would encourage conservation. However, the bill that
finally passed in the Senate had few of the President’s ideas in it.
Critics saw this as one more example of Carter’s poor leadership
skills.

Carter did implement several domestic policies that his
successors would build on during the 1980s. To fight inflation,
Carter nominated Paul Volcker to head the Federal Reserve
Board. Under Volcker’s lead, the Federal Reserve began raising
interest rates. In the long term, this policy helped to bring an
end to the inflation that had plagued the nation for so long.

 

What challenges did President Carter 
face?

Changing Values Stir Unease
Social and cultural changes that had begun in the 1950s and

1960s continued unabated in the 1970s. As a result, by the end of
the decade, the United States was a very different society from
the one it had been a generation earlier. These differences gave
rise to an ongoing debate about the nation’s values.

Demography Affects Politics The migration of Americans
to the Sunbelt and the continued growth of the suburbs, both of
which had begun in the post–World War II years, continued
during the 1970s. As northern industries suffered, many blue-
collar workers and their families moved from the Rust Belt
states of the Northeast and Midwest to the Sunbelt of the South
and West. They sought work in the oil fields of Texas and

Oklahoma and in the defense plants of southern California, the
Southwest, and the Northwest. These trends changed the face of the
United States.

The elections of Richard Nixon and Jimmy Carter demonstrated
the growing political power of the Sunbelt. Earlier in the century,
Presidents tended to come from the large northern industrial states,
such as New York and Ohio. In the latter decades of the twentieth
century, Presidents tended to come from the Sunbelt.

The influx of immigrants from Latin America and Asia represented
a different kind of demographic change. Even before the 1970s, hun-
dreds of thousands of Cubans, Puerto Ricans, and Mexicans had
migrated to the United States. This migration, especially from Mexico
and other Latin American countries, continued to be strong in the
1970s. The growing power of the Latino vote did not escape the notice
of politicians. Richard Nixon was the first presidential candidate to
seriously court the Spanish-speaking vote.

The “Me Generation” Comes of Age During the 1960s, radicals had chal-
lenged many of society’s traditional values. They questioned restrictions on pre-
marital sex and drug use. They sported casual clothing and long hairstyles that
many of their parents’ generation found improper. Yet the counterculture
remained a relatively isolated phenomenon during the 1960s. By the end of the
1970s, in contrast, these behaviors had become more common. Nationwide, the
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Changing Values Stir 
Unease

Instruct
� Introduce: Key Term Ask 

students to find the key term 
televangelists (in bold) in the text. 
Tell students that the word was 
formed from tele-, from television, 
and evangelists, who are people who 
preach religion. Ask students to pre-
dict how fundamentalist Christian 
televangelists and their followers 
would affect politics in the 1970s.

� Teach Discuss reasons for some of 
the societal changes that took place 
in the 1970s. Ask What kinds of 
changes in demographics 
occurred during this period? 
(There was a large influx of immi-
grants from Latin America and 
Southeast Asia and a population 
shift from the North and Northeast 
to the South and West.) Have stu-
dents study the chart on the previ-
ous page. Ask Why did some 
critics call the 1970s the “me 
decade”? (because so many people 
were focused on themselves and their 
own needs) Point out that many con-
servatives tended to distrust rapid 
change and idealized an earlier way 
of life. Ask Why would major 
changes in society bring about a 
rise in fundamentalist Christi-
anity and other conservative 
movements? (In the 1970s, many 
people feared or disliked the ways in 
which society was changing or 
viewed these developments as evi-
dence of the nation’s moral decay. 
Historically in times of great turmoil 
or change, fundamentalist or politi-
cally conservative beliefs often 
become popular.)

� Quick Activity Have students 
access Web Code nep-1805 to use 
the Geography Interactive map 
and then answer the question in the 
text. Then, display Color Transpar-
ency: Moving to the Sunbelt. Use the 
lesson suggested in the transpar-
ency book to lead a discussion about 
how the 1970s population shifts 
affected the United States. Color 
Transparencies A-136

Answer

Geography and History
As people migrated from states in the North-
east and near the Great Lakes to states in the 
South and the West, those northern and mid-
western states lost seats in the House of 
Representatives while southern and western 
states gained seats.

L1
 

Special Needs Students L2
 

English Language Learners

To help students learn more about the population 
shift in the 1970s, have them study the Focus on 
Geography feature on this page. Read the introduc-
tory paragraph aloud. Then, tell students to examine 
the pictures and the map and read the captions. Ask 
Why do the photographs of the steel plant in 
Illinois and the housing development in Califor-
nia appear together? (The photographs appear 
together to show the way that migration affected 
different states. As people moved away from Illinois, 

businesses closed. However, as people moved to 
California, more housing developments were built.) 
How does the map support what is shown in the 
photographs? (The map shows that many people 
are moving away from states in the Northeast and 
moving to states in the West.) To help students under-
stand the region known as the Sunbelt, have them 
read Geography and History: The Sunbelt, and com-
plete the worksheet. Teaching Resources, p. 15

L3

L2
 

Less Proficient Readers

Sunbelt Migration During the 1970s, 
large numbers of Americans began to 
migrate from the North to the South. 
Manufacturers relocated because they could 
produce goods more cheaply in the South 
and West, or Sunbelt. Businesses and 
individuals were also drawn south and west 
because of the warm climate and lower cost 
of living. The northern states, known both as 
the Rust Belt and the Frostbelt, lost people, 
jobs, and political influence. The Sunbelt, on 
the other hand, was soon faced with the 
need for more roads, water, and other 
services for its growing population.

� A closed steel 
plant in Illinois

� A new housing develop-
ment in California

FL

LATX

GAALMS
SCNM

NC

ARAZ
TNOK

DE
WV

MOKSCO
UT

NV

RI

OHINIL
CT

DC
PA

MD
VAKY

CA

MA

IA
NE

OR
ID

WI
NY

MI

ME
VT

NH

MN
MT

WA

NJ

WY SD

ND

HI

AK MIDWEST
NORTHEAST

SOUTHEAST

SOUTHWEST

WEST

PACIFIC

Rust Belt to Sunbelt
Migration, 1970–1980

-20% to 0% loss
0% to 10% gain
10% to 30% gain
30% to 50% gain 
50% to 70% gain

Population Change

Congressional Reapportionment, 1960–1980

CA, FL

TX

AZ, CO

NM, NV, OR, UT, WA

NY

PA

OH

IL

AL, IA, IN, MA, MI, MO, NJ, ND, SD, WI, WV

Seats Gained Seats Lost

Geography and History Seats in 
the House of Representatives are 
distributed based on population. Use 
the map and table to describe how 
political power shifted in the 1970s. 

divorce rate had more than doubled between 1965 and 1979, and twice as many
children were born out of wedlock. To some Americans, the new ways were a
sign of troubled times.

Some critics called the 1970s the “me decade” because many Americans
appeared to be absorbed with improving themselves. This trend was reflected in
the rise of movements like Transcendental Meditation (TM), a practice based in
Eastern religious ideas. Those who practiced TM sought to find inner relaxation
and vitality by chanting their personal mantras for about half an hour twice a
day.

The seventies also witnessed an increasing interest in personal fitness and
health. Millions began to jog for exercise and to eat natural, or less processed,
foods. In 1970, just over 100 men and women ran in the New York City Mara-
thon. Ten years later, more than 14,000 ran in the race. Body building took off,
too, largely due to the influence of Arnold Schwarzenegger.  A charismatic
personality, Schwarzenegger went on to become one of Hollywood’s most popular
actors and, later, governor of California.

For: Interactive map
Web Code: nep-1805

  

hsus_te_ch18_s02_s.fm  Page 723  Friday, December 5, 2008  9:23 PM



724 A Crisis in Confidence

Independent Practice
� Have students study the images and 

text in the Infographic on this page 
and then answer the questions.

� To help students understand why 
people left the region known as the 
Rustbelt for the Sunbelt, have them 
complete the worksheet Geography 
and History: From Rust Belt to Sun-
belt. Teaching Resources, pp. 15–16

Monitor Progress
Circulate to make sure that students 
understand why many people migrated 
from the Rustbelt to the Sunbelt and 
how television has been used to com-
ment on the political, social, and eco-
nomic issues of the day.

Answers

Thinking Critically
1. Television became more open, political, 

and realistic. Later, escapist television also 
regained popularity.

2. These changes reflected the interest of the 
American public in issues such as civil 
rights, women’s rights, the Vietnam War, 
family and fundamentalist Christian val-
ues, and, later, a desire to return to a 
seemingly happier time.

L1
 

Special Needs Students

Refer students to the television programs listed in 
the Infographic on this page. Have students locate a 
video of an episode in the local library or plan to 
watch one on television. (Many of these programs 
still play regularly.) Have students write brief essays 
in which they summarize the content of the episode 
and explain how the program and this particular 
episode reflect the time in which it aired.

Have students gather images from old newspapers, 
magazines, or the Internet that track cultural trends 
or changes in American society in the 1970s. Stu-
dents should focus their research on one trend such 
as the rise of the situation comedy or the develop-
ment of the fitness craze. Students should assemble 
these images into a visual timeline and present it to 
the class in an oral presentation that follows how 
their chosen topic evolved.

L2
 

English Language Learners
L4

 

Advanced Readers
L4

 

Gifted and Talented Students

INFOGRAPHIC

In the early 1970s, the face of television began to change. Shows based on 
escapist fantasy or nostalgia gave way to shows that focused on current, 
hot-button issues and featured more minorities. The show that most 
typified this trend was the situation comedy, or sitcom, All in the Family, 
which remained the number one television show from 1971 through 1976. 
Conflicts between the central character—blue-collar bigot Archie Bunker— 
and his liberal, hippie son-in-law Michael (below left) brought debates over 
national issues onto the TV screen. 
 Toward the end of the decade, perhaps as a 
result of Watergate and the defeat in Vietnam, 
escapist television made a comeback with 
1950s nostalgia shows like Happy Days and 
Laverne & Shirley. The rising popularity of the 
newsmagazine 60 Minutes, however, showed 
that Americans were still interested 
in tuning in to learn about relevant issues.

M*A*S*H*  1  , a comedy about a mobile 
hospital unit during the Korean War, 
resonated with viewers who were used to 
watching news reports on the Vietnam War. 
Shows like Sanford and Son   2  and Chico 
and the Man   3  proved that viewers would 
tune in to shows featuring minority charac-
ters. 60 Minutes   4  was the first television 
newsmagazine. Roots   5 , a graphic historical 
miniseries that followed the life of a slave 
and his descendants, fascinated more than 
100 million viewers. Happy Days (top) was about a teenager 

growing up in the 1950s, while its 
spin-off, Laverne & Shirley (bottom), 
followed two lifelong friends living and 
working together in Milwaukee.

1

2

3

4

5

Thinking Critically
1. Identify Central Issues  How did 

television change in the 1970s?

2. Determine Relevance  How did 
these changes reflect broader changes 
taking place in American culture?
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Chapter 22 Section 2 725

Assess and Reteach
 

Assess Progress
� Have students complete the Section 

Assessment.

� Administer the Section Quiz. 
Teaching Resources, p. 20

� To further assess student under-
standing, use Progress Monitoring 
Transparencies, 139.

Reteach
If students need more instruction, 
have them read the section summary.

Reading and Note Taking 
Study Guide

Adapted Reading and 
Note Taking Study Guide

Spanish Reading and 
Note Taking Study Guide

Extend
See this Chapter’s Professional Devel-
opment pages for the Extend Online 
activity on developments in U.S. demo-
graphics and the effects on reappor-
tionment from 1900 to 2000.

Answer

 

Demographics changed as the popula-
tion moved from the North to the South; 
many immigrants arrived from Latin 
America and Southeast Asia; the divorce 
rate increased and out-of-wedlock births 
were on the rise; Christian fundamental-
ists reasserted traditional values.

Section 2 Assessment
 

1. Sentences should reflect an understand-
ing of how each term or person affected 
the social and economic conditions of 
the 1970s.

2. Many reasons accounted for the changes in 
Americans’ attitudes: the migration of 
Americans to the Sunbelt; the influx of 
immigrants from Latin America and 
Southeast Asia; the coming of age of the 
“Me Generation”; and events such as 
Watergate. At the same time, conservative 
fundamentalist Christianity grew stronger.

3. Sample answer: moderate Republican, 
good deal of political experience, loyal to 
the party, no history of dishonesty or 
corruption

4. Sample answer: No; Ford was wrong 
because Ford was perceived as continu-
ing the dishonesty and above-the-law 
thinking of which Nixon was accused.

5. Sample answer: For: The war was widely 
unpopular and U.S. involvement ques-
tionable, so continuing to treat people 
who refused to fight on ethical or moral 
grounds as criminals was unhealthy for 
the nation. Against: By refusing to fight, 

these people did not fulfill their duty as 
loyal Americans and should face the 
consequences.

6. Sample answer: Watergate caused peo-
ple to become cynical about major insti-
tutions. Perhaps the scandal led some 
people to believe that they should not be 
required to follow any particular legal or 
moral code.

For additional assessment, have students access 
Progress Monitoring Online at Web 
Code nea-1806.

L3

L3

L1 L2

L2

L4

22SECTION

Assessment

Conservatives Reassert Traditional Values The 1970s witnessed a resur-
gence of fundamental Christianity, partly as a response to the shift in values. To
some commentators, it seemed as if the nation was experiencing another Great
Awakening, like the great religious movements of the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. Although the total number of Americans who attended church on a
regular basis did not change much, the number of men and women who belonged
to evangelical churches rose rapidly. One in five Americans considered himself or
herself a religious fundamentalist by 1980.

Evangelical ministers used the media to gain a broader audience. Those who
preached on television—known as televangelists—such as Jerry Falwell, Oral
Roberts, and Marion “Pat” Robertson, reached millions of viewers. Falwell’s
daily radio broadcasts were carried by 280 radio stations, and his weekly televi-
sion show was broadcast to 1.5 million viewers.

Religious conservatives firmly opposed many of the social changes begun in
the 1960s that had gone mainstream in the 1970s. They opposed the Supreme
Court’s rulings that legalized abortion and restricted prayer in school. Falwell
formed a prominent Christian conservative organization known as the Moral
Majority in 1979. He voiced the concerns of many fundamentalists:

 

“We must reverse the trend America finds herself in 
today. Young people . . . have been born and reared in a different world than Americans 
of past worlds. . . . They have learned to disrespect the family as God has established 
it. . . . They have been taught that the Bible is just another book of literature. . . . They 
have been introduced to the drug culture.”

—Reverend Jerry Falwell, Listen America, 1980

During the 1970s, religious conservatives began forming alliances with other
conservatives. They worked with economic conservatives, who sought to cut
taxes and government spending, as well as with supporters of a stronger foreign
policy, who favored increasing defense spending. Together, they began forging a
new political majority. By 1980, Ronald Reagan, another political outsider,
would use this alliance to win election to the White House.

 

In what ways did the United States change socially and 
culturally during the 1970s?

Progress Monitoring Online
For: Self-test with vocabulary practice
Web Code: nea-1806

Comprehension
1. Terms and People For each item 

below, write a sentence explaining its 
effect on social and economic condi-
tions in the 1970s.
• Gerald Ford
• pardon
• Jimmy Carter
• Christian fundamentalist
• amnesty
• televangelist

 

2. Reading Skill: 
Identify Main Ideas Use your 
outline to answer the Section Focus 
Question: What accounted for the 
changes in American attitudes during 
the 1970s?

Writing About History
3. Quick Write: List Qualifications 

Suppose that you are Gerald Ford 
applying for the position of Vice 
President in the mid-1970s. Research 
Ford’s background and skills. Then, list 
the qualifications that you would 
highlight to try to get the position.

Critical Thinking
4. Demonstrate Reasoned 

Judgment Should Gerald Ford have 
pardoned Richard Nixon?

5. Identify Point of View What argu-
ments would you expect people to give 
for and against President Carter’s deci-
sion to grant amnesty to Americans 
who had evaded the draft?

6. Draw Inferences How do you think 
Watergate affected social trends in the 
1970s?

hsus_te_ch18_s02_s.fm  Page 725  Thursday, January 15, 2009  9:26 PM



726 A Crisis in Confidence

Landmark Decisions 
of the Supreme Court

L3

Are Affirmative Action 
Programs Fair?

Objectives
� Understand the ways in which civil 

rights have been addressed through 
the judicial system.

� Examine past and contemporary 
examples of affirmative action 
programs.

� Analyze a Supreme Court decision 
regarding affirmative action.

Background Knowledge
Explain that affirmative action programs 
began as an effort to make hiring and 
school enrollment more fair. However, 
problems arose when, to enroll or hire a 
minority group member or a woman, a 
more qualified white male might lose the 
job or place in the school. Ask students 
what they think and whether affirmative 
action programs are fair.

Instruct
� Review Regents of the University of 

California v. Bakke. Explain that a 
quota system holds open positions for 
minority or female candidates. A “plus 
factor” system takes race and gender 
into account while maintaining fair 
hiring or enrollment practices. Dis-
cuss why the Court found quotas 
objectionable, but not the idea of race 
or female gender as a “plus factor.” 
Have students offer their ideas in sup-
port of or against using race or gender 
as factors in hiring or enrollment. 
Have students discuss whether affir-
mative action is necessary today.

� For further analysis of this Supreme 
Court case and the resulting decision, 
have students complete the worksheet 
Landmark Decisions of the Supreme 
Court: Are Affirmative Action Pro-
grams Fair? Teaching Resources, p. 17

� Connect to Your World Refer 
students to the Key Supreme Court 
Cases section. Students may do addi-
tional research. Responses should 
show understanding of the case and 
offer specific reasons why students 
agree or disagree with the ruling.

Monitor Progress
Have students write an opinion essay 
that answers the question posed in the 
lesson title.

Supreme Court Indecision Public opinion on 
affirmative action continues to change. In more 
recent cases, the Supreme Court’s decisions on affir-
mative action could be seen as contradictory.

In 1996, the California Civil Rights Initiative, also 
known as Proposition 209, eliminated affirmative 
action programs from both state and local govern-
ment. One year later, the Supreme Court refused to 
hear a challenge to the execution of the law, effec-
tively upholding it. Proposition 209 was a victory for 
critics of affirmative action and other states began 
proposing similar legislation.

In 2003, the U.S. Supreme Court seemed to change 
its position. Barbara Grutter, after being denied admis-
sion to the University of Michigan Law School, brought 
a lawsuit against the college based on the decision of 
Regents of the University of California v. Bakke. In 
Grutter v. Bollinger, the Supreme Court decided by a 
5–4 spilt that the law school’s affirmative action policy 
was constitutional. While voting to uphold the school’s 
policy, Justice Sandra Day O’Connor did write that she 
hoped that affirmative action policies would become 
unnecessary in the future.

L3

The Facts The Issue The Decision

Are Affirmative Action Programs Fair?
In the 1970s, the government urged employers and schools to adopt affirmative
action programs. These programs aimed to increase the number of women and
minority group members in college, postgraduate schools, and higher-paying jobs.
The goal was to make up for past discrimination against these groups. Did those
programs now discriminate against white males?

Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978)

• Allan Bakke, a white man, was twice 
denied admission to a University of 
California medical school.

• Bakke had a stronger academic record 
than 16 minority group applicants 
that the school had accepted under a 
special program.

Bakke claimed that 
his rights under the 
equal protection 
clause of the Four-
teenth Amendment 
had been violated.

• Five Justices agreed that 
racial quotas violated 
Bakke’s rights.

• One of those Justices 
and four others agreed 
that race could be a 
factor in admissions 
decisions.

� Protesters in Michigan 
support the University 
of California.

Why It Matters
Some people predicted that Bakke would end affirmative action. That did not
happen, however. Justice Lewis Powell was the key figure in the Court’s com-
plex statements on the issue. He agreed with four Justices that quotas were not
acceptable, but he also agreed with the other four that using race as a factor in
admissions was acceptable. Powell favored using race as a “plus factor,” just like
artistic or musical ability, athletic talent, or other factors.

After the Court’s decision, universities dropped quota systems. Many also
followed Powell’s opinion by setting up programs that consider a person’s race
as one factor among many.

� Today’s college classrooms reflect 
a greater gender and ethnic 
diversity in part because of 
affirmative action policies.

Connect to Your World  
In 2003, the Court visited the issue again. In Grutter v. Bollinger, a 5-to-4 majority 
ruled that a law school’s admissions policy met the standards of Bakke by using race 
as part of the process but not as a deciding factor. Read more about the case, then 
take the role of a newspaper editor and write an editorial agreeing or disagreeing 
with the Court’s decision.

For: Supreme Court cases
Web Code: nee-1807
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