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Step-by-Step 
InstructionSE

CT
IO

N

Prepare to Read
 

Background Knowledge
Explain to students that although the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 was an impor-
tant piece of legislation, African Amer-
icans still faced racial injustice. Ask 
students to read the section title and 
predict what successes and challenges 
might lie ahead.

Set a Purpose
� WITNESS HISTORY Read the selec-

tion aloud, or play the audio.

 

Witness History Audio CD, 
Entering a New Era 

Ask How do you think other 
African Americans felt about 
Malcolm X’s message? (Possible 
answer: Some may have preferred to 
remain nonviolent, but others proba-
bly shared Malcolm X’s frustration 
and advocated using self-defense.)

� Focus Point out the Section Focus 
Question, and write it on the board. 
Tell students to refer to this ques-
tion as they read. (Answer appears 
with Section 3 Assessment answers.)

� Preview Have students preview 
the Section Objectives and the list of 
Terms and People.

�  
 

Using the Structured 
Read Aloud strategy (TE, p. T20), 
have students read this section. As 
they read, have students complete 
an outline summarizing the section. 
Reading and Note Taking Study Guide

Use the information below and the following resource to teach students the high-use word 
from this section. Teaching Resources, Vocabulary Builder, p. 10

High-Use Word Definition and Sample Sentence
 

confrontation n. situation in which there is angry disagreement between opposing people 
or groups
Different opinions about civil rights led to a violent confrontation.

L3

L3

Objectives
As you teach this section, keep students 
focused on the following objectives to help 
them answer the Section Focus Question and 
master core content.

• Explain the significance of Freedom Sum-
mer, the march on Selma, and why vio-
lence erupted in some American cities in 
the 1960s.

• Compare the goals and methods of African 
American leaders.

• Describe the social and economic situa-
tion of African Americans by 1975.

33SECTION WITNESS HISTORYWITNESS HISTORY AUDIO

New Successes and Challenges
Objectives
• Explain the significance of Freedom Summer, 

the march on Selma, and why violence erupted 
in some American cities in the 1960s.

• Compare the goals and methods of African 
American leaders.

• Describe the social and economic situation of 
African Americans by 1975.

Terms and People
Freedom Summer
Fannie Lou Hamer
Voting Rights Act
Twenty-fourth 

Amendment

Kerner Commission
Malcolm X
Nation of Islam
black power
Black Panthers

 

Reading Skill: Summarize Complete an 
outline to summarize the contents of this section.

Why It Matters During the 1950s and 1960s, the civil rights move-
ment made great strides forward. Yet racial injustice was not fully erad-
icated. Frustration with this situation led some African Americans to
turn to more radical and sometimes violent methods. African Americans
achieved further successes, but for some the radicalism of the times left
a bitter legacy. Section Focus Question: What successes and challenges
faced the civil rights movement after 1964?

The Push for Voting Rights
None of the federal court decisions or civil rights measures passed

through 1964 fundamentally affected the right to vote. The problem
was a southern political system that used literacy tests, poll taxes, and
intimidation to keep blacks from voting. In Mississippi, in 1964, for
instance, not a single African American person was registered to vote
in five counties that had African American majorities. All of the major
civil rights organizations sought to overcome these political injustices.

SNCC Stages Freedom Summer SNCC had spent several years
organizing voter education projects in Mississippi. It met with
little success and a great deal of violent opposition. But in 1964, it
called for a major campaign, known as Freedom Summer. About
1,000 volunteers, mostly black and white students, were to flood
Mississippi. They would focus on registering African Americans to

�  Malcolm X

Entering a New Era
Although the Civil Rights movement was making 
headway, many black activists were impatient with 
King’s nonviolent methods and his emphasis on 
integration. Some believed that integration was not 
the solution. Others felt that more needed to be 
done to remove what they saw as oppression by 
white society.

Malcolm X (also known by his religious name, el-
Hajj Malik el-Shabazz) became one of the most promi-
nent voices for this faction. As a minister of the 
Nation of Islam, he preached a message of self-reli-
ance and self-protection. He called for black pride 
and spread the idea of black nationalism, a belief in 
the separate identity and racial unity of the African 
American community. Malcolm was a “charismatic 
speaker who could play an audience as great musi-
cians play instruments.” His dynamic speeches won 
many adherents to his cause. The Civil Rights Move-
ment had entered a new era.

� Button honoring Malcolm X

I. Push for Voting Rights
   A. Freedom Summer
       1. 
       2.
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Chapter 18 Section 3 601

Teach
 

The Push for Voting 
Rights

Instruct
� Introduce: Vocabulary Builder 

Have students locate the vocabulary 
term confrontation and its 
definition in the text. Tell students 
that they will learn about the types 
of confrontation that occurred dur-
ing protests for voting rights.

� Teach Ask What was the goal of 
Freedom Summer? (to register 
African Americans in Mississippi to 
vote) What happened on “Bloody 
Sunday”? (Heavily armed state 
troopers and other authorities 
attacked protest marchers as they 
tried to cross a bridge in Selma, Ala-
bama.) What was the result of 
“Bloody Sunday”? (The nation was 
outraged; President Johnson called 
for a strong federal voting rights 
law.) How did the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 protect voting 
rights? (It banned literacy tests for 
voter registration and gave the fed-
eral government power to oversee 
state voting registration and elec-
tions in states that had discrimi-
nated against minorities). Using the 
graph on the next page, discuss the 
impact of voting rights legislation.

� Analyzing the Visuals Direct 
students’ attention to the image of 
the march on Selma, Alabama. Ask 
students to contrast the marchers 
and the police officers. (Sample 
answer: Unlike the police officers, the 
marchers are diverse in race and 
gender. They are also peacefully 
resisting the police actions.)

Independent Practice
Organize students into four groups. 
Assign one of the following topics to 
each group: Freedom Summer, the 
March on Selma, the Voting Rights Act, 
and the Twenty-fourth Amendment. 
Then, have each group create a poster 
illustrating the importance of their 
assigned event or legislation.

Monitor Progress
As students fill in their outlines, circu-
late to make sure that they understand 
the successes and challenges that faced 
the civil rights movement after 1964. 
For a completed version of the outline, 
see Note Taking Transparencies, B-129.

L1
 

Special Needs Students L2
 

English Language Learners L2
 

Less Proficient Readers

Ask students to read aloud the red headings under 
“The Push for Voting Rights.” As students read, write 
each red heading on the board. Explain that these red 
headings are main ideas. Then, have volunteers come 

to the board and list supporting details under each 
main idea. When the activity is complete, there 
should be from two to five supporting details under 
each red heading.

L3

vote. They would also form the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP),
an alternative to the state’s all-white regular Democratic Party.

Even before most of the volunteers had arrived, three civil rights workers—
Michael Schwerner, James Chaney, and Andrew Goodman—disappeared.
SNCC claimed that they had been murdered; state authorities denied these
charges. President Johnson ordered a massive search for the three, which ended
when their bodies were found buried in an earthen dam. All had been shot at
point-blank range. Yet, despite the obvious dangers, almost all of the other vol-
unteers remained in the state.

After Freedom Summer ended in August 1964, an MFDP delegation traveled to
the Democratic Convention in New Jersey, seeking to be recognized as Mississippi’s
only Democratic Party. At the convention, Fannie Lou Hamer, one of the MFDP’s
leaders, gave powerful testimony. She described how she and other activists had been
beaten, fired from their jobs, and displaced from their homes all because, as she put
it, they wanted “to register” and “live as decent human beings.”

Despite Hamer’s testimony, the Democrats refused to seat the MFDP.
Instead, party officials offered a compromise: They would seat two MFDP mem-
bers as “at-large delegates” and reform the nomination rules to guarantee
greater minority representation in the future. The MFDP rejected this offer.
Ironically, Mississippi’s regular Democratic delegation left the convention in
protest because the national party had made the offer to the MFDP.

Marching on Selma Early in 1965, Martin Luther King, Jr., and the SCLC
organized a major campaign in Selma, Alabama, to pressure the federal gov-
ernment to enact voting rights legislation. The protests climaxed in a series of
confrontations on the Edmund Pettus Bridge, on the main route from Selma to
Montgomery. The first of these confrontations took place on March 7, 1965, a
day that became known as “Bloody Sunday.” Heavily armed state troopers and
other authorities attacked the marchers as they tried to cross the bridge. Sheyann
Webb, a six-year-old girl at the time, recalled the scene:

 

“I heard all of this screaming and . . . somebody yelled, 
‘Oh God, they’re killing us!’ . . . And I looked and I saw the troopers charging us . . . 
swinging their arms and throwing canisters of tear gas. . . . Some of them had clubs 
and others had ropes and whips. . . . It was like a nightmare. . . . I just knew then that I 
was going to die.”

—Sheyann Webb, Selma, Lord, Selma

Vocabulary Builder
confrontation–(kahn fruhn TAY 
shuhn) n. situation in which there 
is angry disagreement between 
opposing people or groups

Standoff in Selma
Police officers block the path of 
protesters attempting to march to 
Selma, Alabama.
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602 The Civil Rights Movement

Frustration Explodes 
Into Violence

Instruct
� Introduce: Key Term Ask stu-

dents to find the key term Kerner 
Commission in the text. Explain 
that the Kerner Commission 
determined the causes of riots in 
American cities during the 1960s. 
Have students predict what the 
Kerner Commission concluded, then 
read to find out if their predictions 
are accurate.

� Teach Ask In which two cities 
did the worst violence occur in 
the summer of 1967? (Newark, New 
Jersey, and Detroit, Michigan) What 
did the Kerner Commission 
conclude? (that long-standing racial 
discrimination was the single most 
important cause of the violence) Why 
were the Kerner Commission’s 
findings controversial? (The com-
mission recommended giving money 
to federal programs to help urban 
African Americans, and some people 
believed that doing so meant reward-
ing the rioters.)

Independent Practice
Display Color Transparency: Urban 
Riots. Lead a discussion about the riots 
that took place in American cities in 
the mid-1960s. Color Transparencies
A-119

Monitor Progress
Reread the red heading “Racial Vio-
lence Plagues Cities.” Ask students to 
summarize the events related to the 
race riots.

Answers

Caption Mississippi, at 52.7 percent

 

The nation was outraged at the violence 
against peaceful protesters. Congress 
acted to ensure voting rights.

The Kerner Commission The Kerner Commis-
sion’s 1968 report concluded that racial discrimina-
tion was deeply rooted in cities and that addressing 
it effectively would be a long and complex process. 
The Kerner Commission Report stated that poverty 
among African Americans had resulted in isolation 
from the mainstream of American society. The report 
urged Congress to create jobs, job training programs, 
and housing programs for African Americans in cities. 
President Johnson did not attempt to implement the 
commission’s findings.

In 1992, rioting broke out in Los Angeles, California, 
after police officers were videotaped brutally beating an 
African American named Rodney King. The 1992 Los 
Angeles riot was among the worst in U.S. history. Con-
gressional representative Maxine Waters of California 
concluded that the Kerner Commission’s prediction had 
come true: that failure to act to help urban African 
Americans would result in continued violence. The prob-
lems of poverty, inadequate social services, and poorly 
funded public schools that the Kerner Report had said 
made conditions in American cities “separate and 
unequal” in 1968 remained unsolved in 1992.

L3

African American Voter Registration
(Percentage of voting-age African Americans) 

State

23.0

32.0

6.7

57.7

45.7

56.7

59.3

59.4

83.1

58.4

19681964

Alabama

Louisiana

Mississippi

Texas

Virginia

SOURCE: Stanley, Harold W. Voter Mobilization and the
Politics of Race: The South and Universal Suffrage,
1952–1984

Voting Rights Legislation 
Takes Effect
The table shows voter registration 
rates in some southern states before 
and after the Voting Rights Act of 
1965. The women shown above are 
learning how to mark the ballot at a 
voter education class in Alabama in 
1966. Which state listed in the table 
had the greatest increase in voter 
registration between 1964 and 1968?

Webb survived, but the rampage continued. Tele-
vision coverage of the violence outraged the nation.
On March 15, President Johnson went on national
television and called for a strong federal voting
rights law. Historically, regulation of voting rights
had been left to the states, but Johnson argued that
“it is wrong to deny any of your fellow citizens the
right to vote.” He added, “Their cause is our cause
too, because it is not just Negroes, but really it is all
of us, who must overcome the crippling legacy of
bigotry and injustice. And, we shall overcome.”

New Legislation Guarantees Voting
Rights Spurred by the actions of protesters and
the words of the President, Congress passed the
Voting Rights Act of 1965. The act banned liter-
acy tests and empowered the federal government

to oversee voting registration and elections in states that had dis-
criminated against minorities. In 1975, Congress extended coverage
to Hispanic voters in the Southwest.

Another legal landmark was the Twenty-fourth Amendment to the
Constitution, ratified in 1964. It banned the poll tax, which had been
used to keep poor African Americans from voting. In addition, the fed-
eral courts handed down several important decisions. Baker v. Carr and
Reynolds v. Simms limited racial gerrymandering, the practice of
drawing election districts in such a way as to dilute the African Ameri-
can vote, and established the legal principle of “one man, one vote.”

These laws and decisions had a profound impact. Particularly in the Deep
South, African American participation in politics skyrocketed. In Mississippi,
the percentage of African Americans registered to vote jumped from just under
7 percent in 1964 to about 70 percent in 1986. Nationwide, the number of Afri-
can American elected officials rose from fewer than 100 to more than 6,000 by
the mid-1980s.

 

What impact did the protests in Selma, Alabama, have 
on the nation?

Frustration Explodes Into Violence
Many celebrated the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Yet for some

African Americans, things had not changed much. In many urban areas, there
was anger and frustration over continuing discrimination and poverty. That
anger exploded into violence in several cities.

Racial Violence Plagues Cities Less than a week after Johnson signed the
Voting Rights Act, one of the worst race riots in American history erupted in
the predominantly African American neighborhood of Watts in Los Angeles.
Violence, looting, and arson spread for several days before National Guard
troops restored order.

Watts was one of many race riots that erupted in the 1960s. The worst violence
occurred in Newark, New Jersey, and Detroit, Michigan, in the summer of 1967.
In Detroit, 43 people died, and property damage reached $50 million. The out-
bursts frightened many white Americans. In most previous race riots, whites had
used violence to keep African Americans “in their place.” But now, blacks were
using violence against police and white business owners in black neighborhoods.
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604 The Civil Rights Movement

New Voices for African 
Americans

Instruct
� Introduce: Key Term Ask stu-

dents to find the key term black 
power in the text and provide the 
definition. Have students use the 
Numbered Heads strategy (TE, 
p. T23) to discuss the different 
approaches that might be advocated 
by the new voices in the African 
American community.

� Teach Ask Why did Malcolm X 
call for an end to integration? 
(He was a member of the Nation of 
Islam, which demanded a separation 
of the races.) How did the concept 
of black power differ from Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.’s, approach 
to civil rights? (Black power 
advocates believed that African 
Americans should use their economic 
and political resources collectively to 
become self-reliant and independent 
of white influence, instead of trying to 
gain acceptance from whites.) Why 
were many Americans afraid of 
black power? (They thought it was 
a call for violence.) How did the 
Black Panthers influence Afri-
can American culture? (They 
changed hairstyles, language, cloth-
ing styles, attitudes, and the ways in 
which black people celebrated their 
African heritage.)

� Analyzing the Visuals Draw stu-
dents’ attention to the photograph 
on this page. Ask them to contrast 
the stance and attitude of the pro-
testers in this image with that of 
the protesters in the images in 
Section 2.

Answer

 

The Kerner Commission was formed to 
determine the causes of the riots in 
American cities.

L4
 

Advanced Readers L4
 

Gifted and Talented Students

Ask students to conduct research about the life and 
influence of one of the African American leaders they 
have learned about in this section. Ask them to write 
a short but thorough biography and create an 
accompanying illustration such as a poster, photo 

collage, or electronic multimedia presentation. Ask 
students to read their biographies to the class. 
Remind them to use their visuals to enrich their 
presentations.

L3

The Kerner Commission Seeks the Cause To determine the causes of the
riots, President Johnson established the National Advisory Commission on
Civil Disorders, known as the Kerner Commission. It concluded that long-term
racial discrimination stood as the single most important cause of violence. The
commission also recommended establishing and expanding federal programs
aimed at overcoming the problems of America’s urban ghettos.

 

“Our nation is moving toward two societies, one black, 
one white, separate and unequal. . . . Segregation and poverty have created the racial 
ghetto and a destructive environment totally unknown to most Americans.”

—National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders, Report, 1967

The Kerner Commission’s findings proved highly controversial. A number of
conservative commentators argued against expanding federal spending. They
said that this amounted to rewarding the rioters. Others noted that the black-
white split that the report described ignored other minorities.

President Johnson did not follow up on the commission’s recommendations,
largely because the Vietnam War was consuming enormous sums of federal money.
The riots also fueled a white backlash. Many whites opposed further reforms.

 

Why was the Kerner Commission formed?

New Voices for African Americans
The racial rioting of the mid-1960s coincided with the radicalization of many

African Americans, particularly young urban African Americans. Rather than
advocating nonviolence and integration, they called for another approach.

Malcolm X Offers a Different Vision The most well-known African Amer-
ican radical was Malcolm X, who was born Malcolm Little in Omaha, Nebraska,
in 1925. He adopted the X to represent his lost African name. Little, he argued,
was his slave name. Malcolm had a difficult childhood. In his teens, Malcolm
moved to Boston and then to New York City, where he became involved in drugs
and crime and landed in prison on burglary charges at age 21.

While in prison, Malcolm became a convert to the Nation of Islam, a religious
sect headed by Elijah Muhammad. The group prescribed strict rules of behavior,
including no drugs or alcohol, and demanded a separation of the races.

Increasing Militancy
Black Panthers (above) demonstrated 
outside the courthouse where Huey 
Newton was on trial, charged with 
killing a police officer.
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Independent Practice
Have students read the Primary 
Source quotation and complete the 
worksheet Viewpoints: Carmichael and 
M. L. King, Jr. Teaching Resources, p. 23

Monitor Progress
Reread the information below the red 
heading “Militants Form the Black Pan-
thers,” and ask students to compare the 
militant approach with the nonviolent 
approach of Martin Luther King, Jr.

L1
 

Special Needs Students L2
 

English Language Learners L2
 

Less Proficient Readers

Have students make definition flashcards for any 
unfamiliar words they find in the section. Such words 
may include pilgrimage, convert, supremacist, mili-
tant, and collective. Have students work in pairs and 
use the flashcards to quiz each other.

To help students understand unfamiliar words such 
as supremacist, militant, and collective, model the 
process of identifying word families, prefixes, suffixes, 
and roots. When students understand the words, ask 
them to find a synonym and antonym for each one.

After his release from prison, Malcolm became the Nation of Islam’s most
prominent minister. In 1964, however, he broke away from the Nation of Islam
and formed his own organization. He then made a pilgrimage to Mecca, the holy
city of Islam. Returning to the United States, he seemed willing to consider lim-
ited acceptance of whites. In February 1965, however, Malcolm X was shot and
killed. Three members of the Nation of Islam were convicted of the murder.

Young Leaders Call for Black Power Many young African Americans saw
themselves as heirs of the radical Malcolm X. They began to move away from
the principle of nonviolence. They also began to question the goal of integration.
As SNCC leader Stokely Carmichael put it:

 

“Integration . . . has been based on complete acceptance 
of the fact that in order to have a decent house or education, blacks must move into a 
white neighborhood or send their children to a white school. This reinforces the 
notion . . . that ‘white’ is automatically better and ‘black’ is by definition inferior.”

—“What We Want,” 1966

Carmichael first used the term “black power” in 1966. In that year, James
Meredith had set off on a “March Against Fear” across the state of Mississippi
to encourage African Americans to register and vote. Meredith traveled only
20 miles before he was shot and left for dead by a white supremacist. SNCC,
CORE, and SCLC members vowed to continue the march.

When they reached Greenwood, Mississippi, Carmichael and some other
marchers were arrested. After his release, Carmichael told a crowd that African
Americans needed “black power!” He later said that black power meant African
Americans should collectively use their economic and political muscle to gain
equality. Yet, many white Americans felt threatened. They believed that black
power meant black violence.

Militants Form the Black Panthers Not long after Carmichael’s “black
power” speech, Huey Newton and Bobby Seale formed the Black Panther Party in
Oakland, California. Almost overnight, the Black Panthers became the symbol of
young militant African Americans. The Black Panthers organized armed patrols
of urban neighborhoods to protect people from police abuse. They also created
antipoverty programs, such as free breakfasts for poor African American chil-
dren. The Black Panthers gained national attention when they entered the state

Olympic Protest
At the 1968 Summer Olympics, U.S. 
athletes Tommie Smith and John Car-
los raised gloved fists in protest 
against discrimination.
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Martin Luther King’s 
Final Days

Instruct
J Introduce Have students locate

the timeline “Long, Hot Summers” in
the Infographic. Ask students to pre-
dict the focus of Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s, work in the last part of his life.

J Teach Tell students that the prog-
ress against segregation in the south
had been dramatic, but it had not
changed the economic conditions
that African Americans in northern
cities experienced. Martin Luther
King, Jr., began to address the social
and economic issues of the urban
poor and northern African Ameri-
cans during the last years of his life.
Ask What was the goal of the
Poor People’s Campaign? (The
goal was to pressure the government
to do more to help the poor.) What
was King’s response to the black
power movement? (He sympa-
thized with the anger of its members,
but disagreed with their call for vio-
lent protest.)

Independent Practice
Draw students’ attention to the Info-
graphic “Turbulent Times.” Ask stu-
dents to write a paragraph contrasting
King’s funeral with the riots that had
occurred before and after his death.

Monitor Progress
To review understanding, ask students
to explain the ways in which King
expanded the scope of his civil rights
work toward the end of his life.

Answers

Thinking Critically
1. Long-term poverty and racism, along with 

impatience at the slow pace of change and 
anger at racist violence contributed to the 
riots.

2. Sample response: The violence probably 
weakened the civil rights movement 
because the movement had gained sympa-
thy and respect by adhering to a nonvio-
lent strategy. In addition, with King’s 
death, the civil rights movement lost one 
of its main leaders.

L1
 

Special Needs Students L2
 

English Language Learners L2
 

Less Proficient Readers

Lead students through the Infographic, dividing it 
into its component parts (narrative and timeline) and 
asking comprehension questions about its images. 
For example, be sure that students understand the 

meaning of the word turbulent. Ask students to 
explain each image in the photo collage. Invite stu-
dents to choose the image they think is most impor-
tant and to give a short explanation of that choice.

L3

INFOGRAPHIC

The civil rights movement reached its peak in the 1960s but at a 
terrible cost. During the “long, hot summers” of 1965 to 1968, 
pent-up anger and frustration exploded into riots in African American 
communities across the nation. By the time the violence had subsided, 
hundreds of people had been killed, thousands were wounded, and 
neighborhoods lay in rubble. In addition to this heavy toll, assassins’ 
bullets claimed the lives of key figures in the civil rights movement. 
Malcolm X was slain in 1965. Three years later, the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., shocked and grieved the nation.

A pall of smoke � 
envelops a city 
street during riots 
in Detroit in 1967.

King’s funeral procession 
in Atlanta (above). 
A woman weeps as she 
pays her final respects. �

Six days of arson, looting, 
and rioting rock the Watts 
section of Los Angeles.

Riots break out in Chicago, 
San Fransisco, and other cities.

Unrest continues. Riots occur 
in Detroit and Newark within 
a week of each other in July.

King’s assassination triggers 
riots in more than 100 cities, 
the worst in Washington, D.C.

Long, Hot Summers

1965

1966

1967

1968

Thinking Critically
1. Recognize Cause and 

Effect  What factors contrib-
uted to the outbreak of riots in 
the 1960s?

2. Predict Consequences  
How do you think the events 
depicted here affected the 
civil rights movement?
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Significant Gains and 
Controversial Issues

Instruct
J Introduce: Draw students’ atten-

tion to the red headings “Civil Rights
Are Advanced” and “Controversial
Issues Remain.” Ask students to pre-
dict what advances will be made and
what issues will remain unresolved.

J Teach: Ask What was the Fair
Housing Act of 1965? (It was a law
that banned discrimination in hous-
ing.) What did the Nixon admin-
istration do to advance civil
rights? (It created the affirmative
action plan.) Why was affirmative
action controversial? (Supporters
believed that it addressed unequal
conditions caused by centuries of
oppression, but opponents believed
that it was another kind of unfair-
ness and racism, and that it pre-
vented the development of a society
that does not use race to evaluate
people.)

J Quick Activity Display Color
Transparency: The Lamp. Use the
lesson suggested in the transpar-
ency book to guide a discussion of
the artwork. Color Transparencies 
A-120

Independent Practice
Have students use the Quick Study
chart on the next page and work in
groups to create a list of the achieve-
ments of the civil rights movement in
the 1960s. Then have each group choose
one or two achievements that have the
greatest effect on their own lives.

Monitor Progress
As students create their lists, circulate
through the room to make sure they
include all the important achievements
studied in this chapter.

Answers

 

Malcolm X proposed that African Ameri-
cans abandon the goal of integration 
and instead create an independent Afri-
can American community within the 
United States. He also advocated self-
defense.

 

He went to Memphis to support a strike 
by sanitation workers seeking better 
wages and working conditions.

Violent Protests After King’s Death Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s, assassination on April 4, 1968, set 
off a wave of riots in dozens of American cities. 
Washington, D.C., where King had delivered the “I 
Have a Dream” speech, experienced some of the 
worst rioting. Three thousand people were arrested 
and 12,000 National Guard soldiers were brought in 
to help keep order in the city and protect fire fighters 
battling fires that rioters had set.

King’s friend and the new leader of the SCLC, the 
Reverend Ralph Abernathy, appealed for calm, urging 

Americans to honor King’s non-violent legacy. But 
Lincoln Lynch, the head of the United Black Front, a 
militant organization, stated that “It is imperative to 
abandon the unconditional non-violent concept 
expounded by Dr. King. . . .”

King was buried on April 9, 1968, and after his 
funeral, most of the rioting ended. On April 11, Presi-
dent Johnson signed the Civil Rights Bill to protect 
the rights for which King had worked so tirelessly.

L3

capitol in Sacramento carrying shotguns and wearing black leather jackets and
berets to protest attempts to restrict their right to bear arms.

The Panthers’ style appealed to many young African Americans, who began to
wear their hair in “Afros” and to refer to themselves as “black” rather than
“Negro” or “colored.” Some, following the lead of Malcolm X, changed their name
and celebrated their African heritage. At the same time, the Panthers’ militancy
often led to violent confrontations with police. Each side accused the other of
instigating the violence.

 

What impact did Malcolm X have on the civil rights 
movement?

Martin Luther King’s Final Days
Martin Luther King understood the anger and frustration of many urban

African Americans whose lives had changed little despite the civil rights
reforms of the 1960s. However, he disagreed with the call for “black power” and
sought a nonviolent alternative to combat economic injustice. After spending
about a year in Chicago’s slums to protest conditions there, King made plans for
a massive “Poor People’s Campaign.” The campaign’s goal was to pressure the
nation to do more to address the needs of the poor.

As part of this effort, King journeyed to Memphis, Tennessee, in early April
1968. There, he offered his assistance to sanitation workers who were striking
for better wages and working conditions.

On April 3, King addressed his followers. He referred to threats that had been
made against his life. “Like anybody, I would like to live a long life,” King
declared. “But I’m not concerned about that now. I just want to do God’s will.”

The following day, as King stood on the balcony outside his motel room, he was
struck by a shot from a high-powered rifle. He died at a hospital shortly after-
ward, at the age of 39. James Earl Ray, a white ex-convict, was later charged
with King’s murder.

Robert F. Kennedy was campaigning for the presidency in Indianapolis when
he heard of King’s death. RFK stopped his campaign speech to give the audience
the sad news. He reminded them that he had lost his own brother to an assas-
sin’s bullet. Kennedy asked those assembled to honor King’s memory by replac-
ing their anger and desire for revenge “with an effort to understand with
compassion and love.” Despite Kennedy’s plea, riots broke out in hundreds of
cities after King’s assassination. Two months later, Robert Kennedy’s life, too,
was cut short by an assassin.

 

Why did King go to Memphis in 1968?

Significant Gains and Controversial Issues
King’s assassination marked an important turning point. The protests for

black freedom and racial equality that began in the mid-1950s crested in the
late 1960s around the time of King’s death. By then, the civil rights movement
had made significant gains. Yet, white racism and the social and economic gap
between many blacks and whites remained. New measures aimed at closing
this gap tended to provoke more controversy than consensus in America.

Civil Rights Are Advanced The civil rights movement of the 1950s and
1960s succeeded in eliminating legal, or de jure, segregation and knocking down
barriers to African American voting and political participation. During the
same period, African American poverty rates fell and the median income of
African American men and women rose rapidly, as did the number of African
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Assess and Reteach
 

Assess Progress
� Have students complete the Section 

Assessment.

� Administer the Section Quiz. 
Teaching Resources, p. 26

� To further assess student under-
standing, use Progress Monitoring 
Transparencies, 125.

Reteach
If students need more instruction, 
have them read the section summary.

Reading and Note Taking 
Study Guide

Adapted Reading and 
Note Taking Study Guide

Spanish Reading and 
Note Taking Study Guide

Extend
Assign students the Enrichment Work-
sheet, Debate: Active vs. Passive Resis-
tance. Teaching Resources, pp. 12–13

Answer

 

By the 1970s, segregation had been 
banned, African American voting rights 
had been reestablished and protected, 
African American poverty rates had 
fallen, an African American had joined 
the Supreme Court, and affirmative 
action programs had been established.

Section 3 Assessment
 

1. Sentences should reflect an understand-
ing of each term or person listed.

2. successes: the Voting Rights Act of 1964; 
school desegregation; desegregation of 
public services and facilities; the Fair 
Housing Act of 1965; affirmative action. 
challenges: Malcolm X and Martin 
Luther King, Jr., were killed, many 
people rejected nonviolent protest, riots 
tore apart cities; affirmative action was 
controversial.

3. Sample answer: interviews with voting 
rights activists; journal articles on the 
voting rights campaign; newspaper 
accounts of the role of the federal 
government

4. The television coverage of shocking 
police violence outraged the nation, and 
President Johnson spoke on national 
television, calling for a strong federal 
voting rights law.

5. Until near the end of his life, Malcolm X 
consistently called for separation of the 
races and violent defense against discrim-

ination. King advocated nonviolent pro-
test and believed that the United States 
had to be fully integrated.

6. because he did not believe that it was 
reverse discrimination; He knew that 
African Americans continued to confront 
racism in the present as well as endure 
the effects of centuries of injustice.

For additional assessment, have students access 
Progress Monitoring Online at Web 
Code nea-1409.

L3

L3

L2L1

L2

L4

33SECTION

Assessment Progress Monitoring Online
For: Self-test with vocabulary practice
Web Code: nea-1409

Americans who graduated from high school. One symbol of the
progress that had been made was the appointment of Thurgood Mar-
shall as the first African American Supreme Court Justice in 1967. The
following year, in the wake of King’s murder, Congress passed one final
civil rights measure, the Fair Housing Act, which banned discrimina-
tion in housing.

Controversial Issues Remain Attempts to increase the economic
opportunities for African Americans and to integrate neighborhoods

and schools encountered more difficulties. To achieve desegregated schools, the
federal courts had ordered the use of forced busing. Richard Nixon, who suc-
ceeded Lyndon Johnson, criticized busing as a means of attaining racial bal-
ance.

At the same time, the Nixon administration formally established affirmative
action as a means of closing the economic gap between blacks and whites. In a
short period of time, colleges and universities, businesses, and local and state
governments followed the federal government’s lead and implemented their
own affirmative action plans to increase African American representation in
schools and the workforce.

Affirmative action proved controversial almost from the start. Some whites
argued that it constituted reverse discrimination and violated the goal of creat-
ing a colorblind society. Justice Thurgood Marshall disagreed. “Three hundred
and fifty years ago, the Negro was dragged to this country in chains to be sold
into slavery,” Marshall wrote. “The position of the Negro today in America is the
tragic but inevitable consequence of centuries of unequal treatment.”

Until the nation addressed the legacy of this unequal treatment, Marshall
asserted, it would not fulfill its promise of providing equal rights and opportu-
nities to all. This debate or controversy, as you will see in future chapters,
remained unresolved.

 

What gains did the civil rights movement make by the 
early 1970s?

Comprehension
1. Terms and People For each of 

the items below, write a sentence 
explaining its significance:
• Freedom Summer
• Fannie Lou Hamer
• Voting Rights Act
• Twenty-fourth Amendment
• Kerner Commission
• Malcolm X
• Nation of Islam
• black power
• Black Panthers

 

2. Reading Skill: 
Summarize Use your outline to 
answer the Section Focus Question: 
What successes and challenges faced 
the civil rights movement after 1964?

Writing About History
3. Quick Write: Identify Sources 

After constructing a hypothesis, 
historians look for evidence that might 
either prove or disprove the hypothesis. 
List three sources of information that 
you might use to test the following 
hypothesis: The drive for voting rights 
in the South could have succeeded 
without the involvement of the federal 
government.

Critical Thinking
4. Recognize Cause and Effect How 

did the Selma march help lead to the 
passage of civil rights legislation?

5. Make Comparisons How did 
Malcolm X’s views differ from Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s views?

6. Identify Points of View Why did 
Justice Thurgood Marshall support 
affirmative action?

Effects of the Civil
Rights Movement
• End of legal segregation

• Passage of federal laws to protect civil rights

• End of legal barriers to African American
   voting and political participation

• Creation of affirmative action programs
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