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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Soviet Union desired to have a strong central government (which might lend itself to communist infiltration and seizure).  The Soviet Union also desired to prolong the economic chaos in Germany in order to induce the kind of hopelessness that yields to communist arguments, and therefore prevented economic unification.  In addition, the Soviet Union demanded large reparations against Germany (10 billion dollars) in order to gain powerful control over Germany.  The U.S. and Britain believed that the German people should be allowed to decide what form of government they desired and should make this decision under normal conditions.  

On June 23, 1948 the U.S.S.R. imposed a blockade of rail and road traffic from the Western zones into Berlin.  The Western powers countered with an air lift.  An abandonment of Berlin would be interpreted throughout Germany and Europe as evidence of our lack of determination both to defend our rights and to support democratic peoples in their effort to resist totalitarian threats and pressures.
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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Congress of the United States: 
The United States has received from the Greek Government an urgent appeal for economic assistance. The very existence of the Greek state is today threatened by the terrorist activities of several thousand armed men, led by Communists, who defy the government's authority at a number of points, particularly along the northern boundaries. 
One of the primary objectives of the foreign policy of the United States is the creation of conditions in which we and other nations will be able to work out a way of life free from coercion. To ensure the peaceful development of nations, free from coercion, the United States has taken a leading part in establishing the United Nations. 
The peoples of a number of countries of the world have recently had totalitarian regimes forced upon them against their will. I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures. 
I believe that we must assist free peoples to work out their own destinies in their own way. 
I believe that our help should be primarily through economic and financial aid which is essential to economic stability and orderly political processes. 
The seeds of totalitarian regimes are nurtured by misery and want. They spread and grow in the evil soil of poverty and strife. They reach their full growth when the hope of a people for a better life has died. We must keep that hope alive. 
The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining their freedoms. 
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861.00/2 - 2246: Telegram

The Charge in the Soviet Union (Kennan) to the Secretary of State

SECRET

Moscow, February 22, 1946--9 p.m. Received February 22--3:52 p.m.

Part 1: Basic Features of Post War Soviet Outlook, as Put Forward by Official Propaganda Machine

(a) USSR still lives in antagonistic "capitalist encirclement" with which in the long run there can be no permanent peaceful coexistence. 

(b) Everything must be done to advance relative strength of USSR as factor in international society. 

(c) To undermine general political and strategic potential of major western powers. Here poor will be set against rich, black against white, young against old, newcomers against established residents, etc.

(d) In foreign countries Communists will, as a rule, work toward destruction of all forms of personal independence, economic, political or moral. 

Much depends on health and vigor of our own society. World communism is like malignant parasite which feeds only on diseased tissue. Every courageous and incisive measure to solve internal problems of our own society, to improve self-confidence, discipline, morale and community spirit of our own people, is a diplomatic victory over Moscow.

We must formulate and put forward for other nations a much more positive and constructive picture of sort of world we would like to see. It is not enough to urge people to develop political processes similar to our own. Many foreign peoples, in Europe at least, are tired and frightened by experiences of past, and are less interested in abstract freedom than in security. They are seeking guidance rather than responsibilities. We should be better able than Russians to give them this. And unless we do, Russians certainly will.


Winston Churchill gave this speech at Westminster College, in Fulton, Missouri on March 5, 1946

The United States stands at this time at the pinnacle of world power. It is a solemn moment for the American democracy. As you look around you, you must feel not only the sense of duty done, but also you must feel anxiety lest you fall below the level of achievement. Opportunity is here now, clear and shining, for both our countries. 5a


It is my duty, however, to place before you certain facts about the present position in Europe. From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic an iron curtain has descended across the Continent. Behind that line lie all the capitals of the ancient states of Central and Eastern Europe. Warsaw, Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest and Sofia; all these famous cities and the populations around them lie in what I must call the Soviet sphere, and all are subject, in one form or another, not only to Soviet influence but to a very high and in some cases increasing measure of control from Moscow. 

In a great number of countries, far from the Russian frontiers and throughout the world, Communist fifth columns are established and work in complete unity and absolute obedience to the directions they receive from the Communist center. Except in the British Commonwealth and in the United States where Communism is in its infancy, the Communist parties or fifth columns constitute a growing challenge and peril to Christian civilization. 

Our difficulties and dangers will not be removed by closing our eyes to them. They will not be removed by mere waiting to see what happens; nor will they be removed by a policy of appeasement. What is needed is a settlement, and the longer this is delayed, the more difficult it will be and the greater our dangers will become. From what I have seen of our Russian friends and allies during the war, I am convinced that there is nothing they admire so much as strength, and there is nothing for which they have less respect than for weakness, especially military weakness. 
image1.png




image2.png




image3.jpeg
Soviet Achievement Ahead Of Predictions by 3 Years: SOVIET ACHIEVED THE BOMB QUICKLY
By WILLIAM L. LAURENCE

New York Times (1923-Current file); Sep 24, 1949,

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times (1851-2007) with Index (1851-1993)

pg 1

Soviet Achievement Ahead
Of Predictions by 3 Years

By WILLIAM L. LAURENCE

President Truman’s announcement that we have evidence of
the occurrence of an “atomic explosion” in the Soviet Union within
recent weeks ranks only next to his original announcement of the

explosion of the first atomics
bomb over Hiroshima on Aug. 6,
1945. It marks the end of the
first period of the atomic age
and the beginning of the second.

The momentous event is bound
to have profound repercussions the
world over. Though the scientists
‘have predicted its coming, it came
‘at least three years sooner than
'was expected, This was largely the
-result of an erroneous assumption
that Russian scientists did nothing
‘about developing an atomic bomb
until after we informed them about
it following Hiroshima. The fact
of the matter is that scientists
‘everywhere recognized the tremen-
dous potentialities of atomic en-
ergy for war and peace as soon
as the discovery of uranium fission
was announced to the world in
January, 1939,

While it ig likely that Soviet
scientists tested the first and only
bomb they had, it would be dan-
gerous to assume that they are
four years behind us and that it
would take them that long to
catch up with us. It would be
much more reasonable to assume
that they have geared their plants
to produce at the rate of one bomb
a week, so that they will have a
stockpile of at least fifty bombs
a year from now, enough to de-
stroy fifty of our cities with 40,-
000,000 of our population.

On the other hand, it is also
likely that the latest event will
make possible a.better understand-
ing between us and Russia, lead-
ing toward an agreement for the
international control of atomic en-
ergy. Bargaining between equals
is more likely to produce desirable
results than bargaining between
two principals, one of which holds

Continued on Page 2, Column 6

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.




image4.jpeg
SOVIET ACHIEVED
THE, BOMB QUICKLY

_ Continned from Page 1

a decided advantage over the
jother.

The best evidence of an “atomic
explosion” anywhere in the world
is obtained b ythe tell-tale Geiger
counters, the highly sensitive in-
struments that not only detect the
presence of radioactivity but meas-
ure its intensity. p

The atmosphere always contains
a certain definite amount of radio-
activity, detectable by a Geiger
counter. The detonation of an
atomic bomb is equal to the radio-
activity given off by hundreds, and
possibly thousands, of tons of
radium, This enormous amount
of radiation registers on watchful
Geiger counters thousands of miles
away.

An atomic, or, more correctly,
a nuclear explosion, gives off two
types of radiations. The one type
consists of super-X-rays.  These
partake of the nature of lightning;
they flash for an instant and
ivanish, The second type of radio-
activity comes from the split
products of the, uranium 235 or
plutonium atoms wused in the
atomic bomb., These fission-prod-
ycts consist of more than a hun-
dred radioactive elements that go
up .in the giant mushroom, follow-
ing the explosion, to a height of
some 50,000 to 60,000 feet.

Clouds Are Clue to Blast

This gigantic radioactive cloud
is dispersed in the atmosphere and
is carried by the winds around the
earth, Within a few days, or a few
weeks, the watchful Geiger coun-
tres pick up a vast increase of
radioactivity in the atmosphere, an
increase of a size that can be ac-
counted for only by one phenom-
enon—an atomic explosion,

Even before the explosion of the
first A-bomb on the New Mexicq
desert on July 16, 1945, this fact
was expected by the scientists.
Even before the secret became
known three weeks later, scientists
at the Eastman Kodak Company in
Rochester, N. Y., were puzzled by
the fact that films, packed in
straw grown in Illinois, had some-
how become spoiled. Tests revealed
that the straw had somehow been
exposed to radioactivity.

When the fact about the New
Mexico test became known, it was
realized at once that the radio-
active cloud had traveled in the
course of a few days to Illinois.
This was soon proved by tests to
be the case. While nothing was
ever given out officially about what
the Geiger counterg revealed when
the A-bombs devastated Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, it is known that the
explosions at Bikini in the summer
of 1946 reached the Geigers on the
Pacific coast, more than 4,000 miles
away, within ten days. And while
nothing was said about the explo-
sions of the three new A-bomb
models at Eniwetok in April, 1948,
it is safe to assume that the oppor-
tunity was not lost to put the Gei-
gers to the test in many strategic
locations. :
| As a result of the explosion of
iseven atomic bombs of different
types, it is practically certain that
by now we have standardized the
\graphs shown by the Geiger coun-
iters, so that they could detect not
only the fact that an atomic ex-
plosion had taken place anywhere
in the world, but also the intensity
of such an explosion. For example,
the explosion at Hiroshima was
equal to “more than 20,000 tons of
TNT,” while the explosion over
Nagasaki was somewhere between
20,000 and 40,000 tons of TNT.

Blast Believed Measured

Obviously the greater the power
of the explosion the greater the in-
tensity of the radioactivity regis-
tered on the Geiger -ounters. By
comparing the intensity of the ra-
dioactivity of any unknown bomb
with the intensity of the bombs we
know, an estimate may be obtained
of the strength of the unknown ex-
plosion. In other words, it is quite
likely that we know how good the
Soviet explosion was as compared
with ours.

The President’s use of the term
“atomic explosion,” fits, in the frue
scientific sense, only the explosion
of an atomie bomb, though the cor-
rect term is “nuclear explosion,”
since it is the breaking up of the
nucleus of the atom that yields the
enormous energy involved,

There are two types of nuclear
reactions, One is = controlled
chain reaction, with neutrons
slowed down by means of a mod-
erator to speeds of about one mile
a second. This is the reaction used
in our atomic piles (more correctly
known as nuclear reactors) at
Oak Ridge, Tenn., and at the plu
tonium-producing plants at Han-
ford, Wash.

The second type of nuclear chain
reaction is an uncontrolled one
with fast neutrons traveling at
speeds of more than ten-thousand
miles a second. This is the re-
action that must be used in the
explosion of an atomic bomb. A
controlled chain reaction with slow
neutrons can in no sense of the
word be deseribed as an “atomic
explosion.”

It is possible that an atomic pile,

containing large amounts of radio-
active fission products, might ex-
plode either through carelessness,
inefficiency of design, or by inter-
nal or external isabotage. Such a
nuclear reactor generates tremen-
dous quantities of heat, which must
be carried away by some cooling
agent, such as water, air, or helium
gas. If the heat is not properly
carried off it may vaporize the
graphite and uranium metal inside
and cause terrific pressure that
would lead to the explosion of the
works and the scattering of radio-
active material over a wide area.

Such an explosion, however,
would not be an atomic explosion
in the true sense of the word, but
would rather resemble” the explo-
sion of a steam boiler or a gas
tank as the result of excessive
pressure, Furthermore, it is not
very likely that the radioactivity
thus let loose would carry over
great distances, since the debris
would be more likely to be deposit-
ed on the ground in the vicinity
of the explosion.

It must also be borne in mind
that the nuclear explosion requires
what is known as a “critical
mass,” namely, & minimum amount
of material below which no atomic
explosion can take place. For ex-
ample, if we take the critical mass
to be somewhere between ten and
thirty kilograms, as estimated by
a British scientist, then no amount
less than ten or thirty kilograms
could be exploded.

This makes the explosion of an
atomic bomb extremely difficult,
since obviously the critical mass,
once attained, starts the explosion
automatically, On the other hand,
as soon as the explosion takes
place there is no longer a critical
mass. The problem is to keep the
mass from flying apart as long as
possible, thus exploding enough
atoms to equal about 20,000 tons
of TNT, or a total of one kilogram.

This makes it unlikely for a nu-
cleat explosion of any magnitude
to take place accidentally. An ac-
cidental explosion, though it can-|
not be ruled out entirely, is likely
to be what was known in atomic
bomb circles as a “fizzler,” not
sufficient to carry very far.

Bomb Was Predicted for 1952

While it had been generally
agreed among scientists that Rus-
sia was certain to develop an atomic
bomb, the time estimate ranged as
between three and ten yegrs, and
it had become customary to refer
to 1952 as possibly the year when
Russia was to reach the stage we
were at in the summer of 1945.

These estimates were based on
the incorrect assumption that Rus-
sia, knew nothing about the possi-
bilities of an atomic bomb until
after we announced it following
Hiroshima. This assumption was
entirely unwarranted, since the dis-
covery of fission was announced to
the world in January, 1939, and the
possibilities of an atomic bomb
were openly discussed everywhere
during 1939 and 1940, when Ameri-
can, British and scientists in some
other countries agreed voluntarily
to secrecy.

It would therefore be unwar-
ranted to assume that Soviet scien-
tists were completely unaware of
the military potentialities of fis-
sion until 1945, and that they did
nothing about it until then. It
would be more reasonable to as-
sume that they had been working
on it in secrecy since January,
1939, and that it thus took them
ten, rather than four years, to
reach the stage of testing their
first atom bomb. ;

It would also be dangerous to
assume that we have a four-year
head start on them, and that there-
fore they should not be able to
catch up with us for at least four
years. A nation possessing 10,000
atomic bombs is not 100 times
more powerful than one possessing
only 100 such bombs, A stockpile
of fifty atom bombs may neutral-
ize a much larger stockpile of

much more powerful bombs.
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